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Shuttle problems 


New changes bring 
both good and bad 
results to shuttle 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Staff Writer 


It's 11:45 on a Monday moming 
and student Delilah Romero walks 
into the Haverhill Security Office to 
inquire about the noon shuttle. 
According to other students, the shut- 
tle has already left. Bill Blouin, chief 
of security, says it was probably the 
11:45, and the noon shuttle will soon 
be arriving. 

Such is the reality with the 
improved, yet imperfect shuttle sys- 
tem currently operating on campus. 
The shuttle issue has been a hot topic 
in past semesters since the college cut 
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The campus to campus shuttle is overcrowded due to 


the demand of students. 
call to Merrimack Valley Security. 


the Shuttle schedule in the Spring of They say they will talk to the shuttle 


2010 that decreased the shuttle serv- 
ice from 10:05 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
beginning of this semester has 
brought about changes and improve- 
ments, according to some, yet the 
system is still thought to be limited 
and problematic to many on campus. 

Students continue to arrive. 
Blouin hands out passes. The noon 
shuttle passes are all given out, the 
12:45 passes are also distributed 
within a matter of minutes. Blouin 
then tells students to come back for 
passes for the 1:00. 

Ten minutes pass. Romero 
retums reporting the shuttle came 
and went. She is still holding her 
noon shuttle pass. Blouin says he will 
make a call. 

In between the incoming phone 
calls, student visitors, and students 
seeking shuttle passes he makes the 


driver and call back. 

Meanwhile, more students con- 
tinue to inquire about shuttle passes. 
At approximately 12:15 the passes 
are completely disbursed for 1:00. 
The next available shuttle is at 1:45. 
More students file into the office 
looking for passes. The phone contin- 
ues to ring. 

After a few minutes Merrimack 
Valley Security calls back, the noon 
shuttle came and left early, Romero 
was left behind. 

The next morning, Tuesday, it is 
8:30 a.m. at the Lawrence campus, 
and student Chris St. Louis arrives on 
campus after taking public trans- 
portation from North Andover. 

St. Louis is in his second semes- 
ter at the college. Last semester he 
said he dropped an 8 a.m. class due to 
transportation issues. Today he is 


heading to work at Security. “Today 
I'm going to be late I'm supposed to 
be there at 9,” he says. I ask if they 
will understand the shuttle schedule. 
“I hope so...” he responds “I don't 
know, today’s my first day.” 

“The shuttle hardly ever leaves at 
the scheduled time,” Romero said, 
regarding the incident in which the 
noon shuttle came and left 15 min- 
utes before the intended time. “It 
leaves earlier than it's supposed to. -. 
When they feel they're at capacity 
they'll leave, even if there's one space 
left.” 

St. Louis agreed with Romero’s 
account and added “there aren't 
enough vans.” 

Still, while some students report 
difficulties, others report no issues at 
all. 


Continued on Page 6, under 
“Shuttle news, for better or worse” 


The untold story of 


Older students in 
need of support 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


The beginning of the new 
semester is routine for most 
NECC students. You picked your 
classes the semester before, com- 
pletely emptied your bank 
account while at the bookstore, 
and when Monday morning 
rolled around you made it to your 

' first class on time. For the 
younger generations school is 
like second nature, but what 

_ about the older generation? 

My mother Michelle Johnson 
is a 42 year old phlebotomy 


major and this is her first semes- 
ter at NECC. She has been out of 
school for over 20 years. 
Johnson, like so many other 
Americans is feeling the pressure 
of the almost nonexistent job 
market and is pursuing an educa- 
tion in hopes of gaining employ- 
ment. She has always been inter- 
ested in the medical field and 
feels having a degree would pro- 
vide her with job security and 
flexibility. 

Johnson worked in the con- 
struction field doing drywall 
most ofvher life. “With my pro- 
fession I never had to learn how 
to type a paper on a computer or 
send an email,” said Johnson. 
Most students here at NECC have 
been using computers since ele- 
mentary school and seem to be 


certified pros to students like 
Johnson who are completely 
clueless. “Honestly I just learned 
how to turn a computer on not 
too long ago,” said Johnson. 
Johnson is the mother of 
three. “I have two daughters who 
are college students and a son 
who's a sophomore in_ high 
school. As a parent you're so 
used to having your kids come to 
you for help and advice, but the 
tables have definitely turned, I 
don't think I would have made it 
past registration if I didn't have 
help from my _ kids,” said 
Johnson. Having children at the 
college level is beneficial to any- 
one deciding to go back to school 
after being away for a number of 
years; they are familiar with the 
process and can help guide their 


Valentine’s Day 
The Saint behind it 
Opinion, Page 4 


Northern Essex Community College, Haverhill and Lawrence, Mass. 


Art Show 


Professor’s paintings 


- Creative Junction, Page 16 


¢ Vol. 72, No. 10 


GLENN DISCUSSES 
GOALS AS NEGE 
BREST DEN TE 


Glenn approved as 
NECCS next president 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Lane Glenn, the current vice 
president of Academic Affairs at 
NECC was approved by the 
Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education to become the next presi- 
dent of Northem Essex. David 
Hartleb, the current president of 
NECC will retire in June and Glenn 
will take over his duties. 

Recently, the Observer had the 
Opportunity to sit down with Glenn to 
discuss his plans for the future of 
Northern Essex Community College. 

C.M: First off, congratulations 
on being appointed the next president 
of*Northern Essex! You will be tak- 
ing over NECC in July and in the fall 
it marks the 50th anniversary of the 
college. How does it make you feel to 
be able to take over the college at this 
very important time? 

L.G: | am happy and humbled. 
President Hartleb has done a lot of 
amazing things. I think this is an 
occasion to celebrate the amazing 
things that have happened. 

C.M. Why is Northern Essex 
Community College so important to 
you? 

L.G. There's a spirit here that 
people will try new things for stu- 
dents to succeed. People in the com- 
munity care about the students. There 
is cooperation, collaboration and cre- 
ativity. 

We don't always have the 
resources...there is this “can do” atti- 


parents. 

“I live in Lawrence and | 
have a new found consideration 
for the many Hispanics | see who 
struggle with English. My first 
day in my basic writing class my 
professor was talking about 
usb’s, blackboard, email this 
email that, my head was spinning 
I really felt like everyone was 
speaking some foreign language | 
didn't know,” said Johnson. 
Almost every step to becoming a 
NECC student and actually being 
an NECC student has some sort 
of technical component to it. 
Applying for financial aid, 
placement tests, and course 
selections are all done on a com- 
puter. Most professors only 
accept work that has been typed 
and prefer to have contact with 
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Lane Glenn will be the 
fourth president of NECC. 


tude. | think it is marvelous. 

C.M: What is the first change 
you will make at NECC? 

L.G: It is a little early for that 
one, but we will be working for a 
strategic plan for NECC.... I think we 
will also. see a lot of growth with 
Lawrence. 

C.M: A lot of students are con- 
cemed about the future of the shuttle. 
Do you have any plans for the shuttle 
come fall? 

L.G: First of all, with my current 
position that is not my department. 

However, one way to fix that is to 
offer more courses in Lawrence. 

We can either expand the shuttle 
service or we can do a better job of 
offering courses in Lawrence. 

C.M For how many years are you 
planning on being the president of 
Northern Essex? 

L.G. | have no plans to go any- 
where else. I love it here! 


a generation 
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wri: time college student 
truggling gtoc with 
Heats earning methods. 
students outside of class via 
email. 
Continued on Page 11 under “Older 
student adjust to information sge” 
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Editorial 


Remembering a legend 
at the Observer 


At the Observer, we have some sad 
news to share with our readers. The former 
faculty advisor, Elizabeth Amold, passed 
away at the age of 85 on Feb. 4, 2011. She 
was the pioneer of the journalism depart- 
ment at NECC and under her leadership the 
newspaper was expanded to 40 pages. 

Elizabeth, nicknamed “Betty,” worked 
at Northern Essex for a total of 19 years 
and spent 15 years as the advisor of the 
Observer. We are dedicating this issue of 
the Observer to Betty. 

She was beloved by her students, many 
of whom went on to become award-win- 
ning journalists. In her house, Betty had 
boxes upon boxes of letters from her for- 
mer students thanking her and her impact is 
still felt at the Observer today. 

Although none of us personally knew 
Betty, we have heard nothing but kind 
words of her. She inspired the past genera- 
tions of the Observer to strive for greatness 
and continued to inspire even after she 
retired. 

Most people in their lives form a deep 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Address: Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 

Newsroom: 978-556-3633 Adviser: 978-556-3397 

Advertising: 978-556-3397 Email: Observer@necc.mass.edu 
The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, condense and refuse 


impression on those they met, taught, and 
interacted with. Betty had this sort of 
impact on her students, and on the early 
aspiring journalists at NECC. But her 
influence is felt deeper than that -- her 
impact on her community and the commu- 
nities which have grown out of them have 
enriched students’ lives and ignited their 
passions for decades. 

They continued to do so after her retire- 
ment, and will continue to do so after her 
passing. 

Thus, we here at the Observer would 
like to say thank you to Betty for every- 
thing you did for the Observer. 

Thank you for making the newspaper 
what it is today. Thank you for your pas- 
sion and commitment to journalism. We 
can never thank you enough for everything 
you have done for us. 

Without you, NECC probably wouldn’t 
even have an newspaper. > 

We will always remember your legacy, 
Betty. Rest in peace. 


a Pua eee 


With a new president for the college, 
what would you like to see changed? 


all submissions. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Inciude Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Riverwalk campus.” I don’t really know.” 
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Obama dreams big to win future 


Obama lays out 
plans in State of the 


Union address 


By Rick INGHAM 
Opinion Editor 


Tow Mo 
sweeks ago 
= President 
|>Barack 

bama_ stood 

Cm Oorre 
Congress, the 
Nation's 
Justices, and 
the American 
people, and 
delivered his State of the Union 
address. Unfortunately, I was 
unable to listen to the President's 
speech live since I was at work. 
However, I was able to do the next 
best thing, and read the transcript. 

For those of you who missed 
it, President Obama spent his time 
stressing the importance of “win- 
ning the future.” In fact the presi- 
dent mentions the phrase on ten 
different occasions over the course 
of his time at the podium, which 
probably inspired a drinking game 
among political science majors. 

In order to score a touchdown 
on Father Time and win the future, 
the’ president recommended four 
areas for Congress to focus on in 
the coming years: innovation, edu- 
cation, revitalization, and getting 
out of debt. 

President Obama's first bullet 
point concerned sparking 
America's latent creativity and 
ability to make miracle products 
like airplanes, solar. panels and 
Facebook. While it all sounds so 
exciting, investing in new biomed- 
ical research and renewable energy 
is expensive work, and who is 
going to pay for it? Why, Uncle 
Sam of course. 

President Obama said, “We're 
telling America's scientists and 
engineers that if they assemble 
teams of the best minds in their 
fields, and focus on the hardest 
problems in clean energy, we'll 
fund the Apollo Projects of our 
time.” 


Professor reviews roaming reporter 


Dear Editor, 

Once again the Roaming 
Reporter segment of the Observer 
has served to inform and to enter- 
tain me concerning our students 
and their majors. 

The latest question, "What are 
you doing to cope with the cold?", 
was great. 

First, you have to love our 
Liberal Arts students. One does 
nothing about the cold; she just 
loves it. Well rounded people (like 
Liberal Arts majors) know how to 

| accept and enjoy whatever is put in 

| front of them. There is wisdom 

| here. The second student relies on 

| Brand name clothing, trusting in 

| what is good in our world...namely, 
Carharrt clothes. Such faith and 
loyalty is admirable. 

The Business Management stu- 
dent warms his car for 20 minutes. 

| Such an entreprenurial attitude will 
get him far. So what if that turtle 


When the President says things 
like that it makes me groan, but I'll 
get to that later. 

Second up on the chopping 
block was the issue of education. 
Let me say right now that I love 
America, there is nowhere in the 
world I would rather call home 
than here. However we are not the 
best at everything and that has the 
president worried. 

“As many as a quarter of our 
students aren't even finishing high 
school. The quality of our math and 
science education lags behind 
many other nations. America has 
fallen to ninth in the proportion of 
young people with.a college 
degree.” 

He's right to be worried. 
Americans love competition and in 
order to compete we need better 
education, and more of it than ever. 
We need to excel if we are to 
remain a top world power. 

Like the thinker that he is, 
President Obama has a plan on 
keeping our schools up to snuff. 

“We launched a competition 
called Race to the Top. To all fifty 
states, we said, 'If you show us the 
most innovative plans to improve 
teacher quality and _ student 
achievement, we'll show you the 
money.” 

Who could have seen that the 
plan involves the government pay- 
ing for something? 

Item three on the president's 
list is the revitalization of the 
Nation's infrastructure. Better 
mass-transportation, high-speed 
internet for all, 40 acres and a mule 
for everyone. Okay, so maybe not 
those last two, but you get the idea. 

The better the Nation's infra- 
structure is, the more efficient it 
will be, and the more attractive it 
will look. If a Nation can move 
people faster and safer and can 
communicate quickly and effi- 
ciently then why wouldn't a com- 
pany like to do business there? 

In discussing business 
President Obama took a moment to 
turn the crosshairs on lobbyists and 
big businesses. 

“Over the years, a parade of 
lobbyists has rigged the tax code to 
benefit particular companies and 
industries. Those with accountants 
or lawyers to work the system can 


nesting area is in the way of the 
new Lowes, business needs it. His 
attitude of warming his car for 20 
minutes before getting into it 
speaks well of American business; 
take care of me first, so what if I 
am polluting and wasting gas, I 
paid for it. Isn't this what makes us 
#1? 


end up paying no taxes at all. But 
all the rest are hit with one of the 
highest corporate tax rates in the 
world.” 

He then challenged Congress to 
level the playing field by eliminat- 
ing the loopholes and to do so 
without adding to the deficit. Call 
me a pessimist but I doubt we will 
see either of those things happen. 
It's a common belief that lobbyists 
prowl around Washington D.C. 
trading money and favors for 
votes, and when someone tries to 
take on big business, they tend to 
meet an ungraceful conclusion. All 
I can say is: good luck with all that. 

The last, and certainly not 
least, item on the docket concerns 
the Nation's astronomical debt. 

“We have to confront the fact 
that our government spends more 
than it takes in. That is not sustain- 
able. Every day, families sacrifice 
to live within their means. They 
deserve a government that does the 
same.” 

Yes. We absolutely deserve a 
government who's willing to tight- 
en the belt a little when the hard 
times hit. Being an elected official 
isn't about buying a multimillion 
dollar home and driving an 


Escalade while you send your chil- 
dren to private schools. 


I was frightened by the Early 
Childhood Development idea of 
staying inside as much as she can. 

When I was a kid, we were out 
in the snow and cold all the time. 
Nowadays, with TV, DVD, and 
Cable, I am afraid that most par- 
ents find it easier to prop their kids 
in front of a TV rather than stuff 
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President Barack Obama gives his State of the Union address to Congress on 
Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2011 in Washington. 


At the forefront of President 
Obama's crusade against the deficit 
is a five-year domestic spending 
freeze that will reduce the federal 
deficit by $400 billion over the 
next ten years. Federal employees 
have had their salaries frozen for 
the next two years, cuts to commu- 
nity action programs have been 
proposed, and the secretary of 
defense has agreed to make deep 
spending cuts counted in the bil- 
lions. 

“I'm willing to eliminate what- 
ever we can honestly afford to do 
without,” President Obama said. 

That was music to my ears, of 
course by music I meant words and 
by ears I meant eyes, but suffice it 
to say any mention of reducing the 
National debt makes me glad. 

President Obama went on to 
say, “Let me take this one step fur- 
ther. We shouldn't just give our 
people a government that's more 
affordable. We should give them a 
government that's more competent 
and efficient. We cannot win the 
future with a government of the 
past.” 

And just as soon as the afore- 
mentioned music began, the 
proverbial record scratch cut it 
short. Don't get me wrong, a more 
modern, streamlined, government 


would be wonderful, but it won't 
happen without an army of people 
getting upset about it. 

Unless President Obama gives 
one person absolute power to reor- 
ganize how things are handled on a 
federal level, every decision will 
become so weighed down in parti- 
san debate that nothing will get 
accomplished. Unfortunately doing 
so would undermine the very idea 
of democracy, so it looks like 
CSPAN won't have any shortages 
in material any time soon. 

President Obama talks a good 
game, but despite the rally cries 
and campaign slogans. He's only 
one man. he's considered one of the 
most powerful men in the world, 
but he cannot simply will a pro- 
gram into existence. That's the 
point of having a democratic sys- 
tem, to keep one man from making 
all the decisions. 

President Obama pleaded with 
Congress to embrace bi-partisan- 
ship and work together to make his 
goals for this country a reality. The 
key to winning the future is Bi-par- 
tisanship, putting aside personal 
differences for the good of the 
country in the long term. Go big, or 
go home. ‘ 


them into snowsuits and supervise 
them in the great outdoors. This is 
very sad indeed. I had hope for a 
more active teacher for our young. 

Of course, I expected and 
received great advice from the 
Athletic Training major, namely to 
wear layers. She is not only coping 
with the cold but she is not letting 


We want to hear from you. 
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it alter what she does. Bravo! 

Now we come to the Education 
Major. Having taught for 35 years, 
I really looked forward to his com- 
ment. I was not let down. His first 
advice to "just kinda be cold" is 
profound. Be with whatever is. 
This is so necessary in the U.S. 
education system. "Sorry. There is 
no money this year for reading 
books." The successful teacher 
cannot spend time bemoaning this 
fact. He has to just deal with it. 
And: finally his advice to "Suck it 
up and keep going" is the best 
advice possible for anyone pursui- 
ing a teaching career. He should be 
very successful. I just hope he 
doesn't see "Waiting for Superman" 
before he gets his first teaching 
assignment. 

George Medelinskas, 
Professor Computer and 
Information Science 
NECC 
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Meet the patron saint 
of fainting, epileptic, 
beekeepers 


By Rick INGHAM & 
THOMAS SHAMMA 
Opinion Editors 


“Saint Valentine's Day, commonly 
shortened to Valentine's Day, is an 
annual commemoration held on 
February 14 celebrating love and 
affection between intimate compan- 
ions,” explains Wikipedia, opening 
the page about Saint Valentine’s day, 
the annual celebration of all things 
pink and _ heart-sharped. With 
February 14 fast-approaching per- 
haps it is time to ask, “Who is this 
mysterious Saint Valentine?” 

“Nothing is known [about St. 
Valentine] except his name and that 
he was buried at the Via Flaminia 
north of Rome on February 14. It is 
even uncertain whether the feast of 
that day celebrates only one saint or 
more saints of the same name,” 
explains Wikipedia. 

In the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
two different St. Valentines are cele- 
brated, Saint Valentine the Presbyter, 
being celebrated on July 6, and 
Heiromartyr Saint Valentine on July 
30. The Greek Orthodox Church 
doesn't have a Saint Valentine, but 
many practitioners still celebrate 
Valentine's Day, on Feb. 14. 

Valentine is the patron saint of 
engaged couples, beekeepers, happy 
marriages, fainting, love, plague and 
epileptics. It is unclear whether these 
different roles are handled by differ- 
ent Valentines, or whether one takes 
all the administrative responsibility. 
Perhaps they handle it by committee 

Valentine's Day was instated as an 
official Catholic holiday in 500 AD, 
when it was established by Pope 
Gelasius I, until 1969, when it was 
deleted from the Roman Calendar of 
saints by Pope Paul VI. 

In modern times, Valentine's Day 
is celebrated as a more-or-less secular 
holiday for relationships, chocolate 
and Hallmark cards. 

It is clear to see that Saint 
Valentine’s priorities have shifted 


The many masks of 
St. Valentine 


from watching over the bee keepers 
and epileptics in favor of the more 
lucrative and secular business of 
flowers and expensive dinners. 

Saint Valentine’s day has become 
a time of year when pink dominates 
storefront decorations, and lonely 
people complain more than usual, 
about how obnoxious couples can be, 
while couples are more obnoxious 
than would be socially acceptable at 
any other time of year. 

Amidst the commercialism and 
emphasis on romance we should take 
this time to be mindful of those once 
watched over by Saint Valentine. 

In lieu of buying heart shaped 
boxes, support local beekeepers like 
Merrimack Valley Apiaries who have 
been hard at work farming honey 
since 1958. Honey can be a sensual, 
delicious, and creative addition to 
your Valentine’s Day celebration. 
Honey that is farmed locally also 
helps boost your tolerance of aller- 


gens. 


Another excellent gift idea comes 
from Saint Valentine’s stewardship 
over those who suffer from fainting. 
Stop by your local pharmacy and 
pick up a small jar of smelling salts. 

Finally, for the more philanthrop- 

ic recepient, consider making a dona- 
ton to an organization like the 
Epilepsy Foundation of 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire & Maine. 
According to the foundation’s web- 
site almost 3 million people in the 
U.S. have some form of epilepsy and 
about 200,000 new cases of seizure 
disorders and epilepsy are diagnosed 
each year. What better way to spread 
love than help those afflicted with 
epilepsy. 

You can always fall back on choco- 
lates and flowers, but in case Saint 
Valentine(s) is still paying attention, 
you may want to hedge your bets and 
get your sweetheart the honeycomb- 
shaped card inscribed, “Bee Mine.” 


courtesy photo 


In recent years, Valentine’s cards have grown more 
distant from their traditional roots 


& : 
Dont let the age gap 


become a cellular 
dead zone 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


There was an article in the Dec. 
10 Observer last semester, titled "I 
can see you, stop texting in class," 
legitimately discouraging a disrup- 
tive activity. But the article, like 
many similar articles across the 
media, had an undertone of opposi- 
tion to cell phone culture altogether. 

The author stated, "With the 
younger generation being consid- 
ered a generation that has such a 
short attention span, I'm thinking 
that maybe there is something to 
look at with this issue.” 

The general sentiment, usually 
expressed by people over 30, is that 
folks used to make do perfectly well 
without the constant connectedness 
and communication which has, in 
the last decade, become normal. In 
the old days, one might only make a 
few phone calls a week -- and could 
certainly go a few hours out of reach 
of a phone. 

It's not the old days anymore, 
and it's time to start getting used to 
it. 

Most 20-somethings now have 
had a cell phone for as long as 
they've had an independent social 
life. The generation coming up after 
us won't remember a time before 
phones connected you to a person, 
not a place. 

Not everybody has _ smart 
phones, yet, but it won't be long -- a 
decade, at most -- before having to 
go farther than your pocket to reach 
the whole of collected human 
knowledge will feel quite a bit like 
not having a phone at all in 2001. 
Or like not having reliable internet 
access, now. 

To the older folks out there, | 
understand if you don't want to 
jump on the bandwagon. 

You and your friends and 
coworkers and peers all grew up in 
the same world you did, and they'll 
understand that you don't want to 


munication landscape. 

The world will still accommo- 
date you, and nobody is making you 
buy an iPhone. 

But please, for the love of WiFt, 
quit treating the kids around you 
who embrace it like they've got two 
heads. There’s nothing wrong with 
us. 

We're growing up in a different 
world than you did -- a world that's 
going to have different demands on 
us, which we'll need to interact with 
differently. 

The culture and etiquette is still 
being worked out, as is always the 
case with new communication tech- 
nologies, so there's still room to 
screw things up. By all means, talk 
to your kids about sexting -- that 
needs to be part of the incredibly 


awkward conversations parents 
must have with their kids. 
Just don't assume you know 


what's best on absolutely every 
question of cellphone culture. Don't 
assume we.have a problem if we get 
edgy when our phone is low on bat- 
tery. 

Think about how you feel when 
your car is out of commission for a 
while -- we-all form attachments 
with the technologies in our life, 
and we all get nervous when those 
attacments are compromised. 

And to the young people out 
there, the teens and 20-somethings 
for whom charging your phone is as 
necessary as cating and sleeping, 
I'm begging you: Think. Think 
about the effect your phone has on 
who you are. Think about the fact 
that your connectedness means you 
really are part of a different sort of 
world than your parents or grand- 
parents were. 

It has implications. It means the 
rules are different now, and it means 
your identity and personal growth 
are going to be challenged in ways 
that no one in history has had to 
cope with before. 

You need to be aware of that, 
because you're setting the standards 
of what it’s like to be a person in the 
Information Age. 

Oh, and one last note, to every- 
one: Don't text in class. It's just 
tacky. 


Abortion bill comes under fire 


Exceptions for federal 
funding attract 


outrage and debate 


By Rick INGHAM 
Opinion Editor 


If there's one thing Republicans 
hate, its abortion.. The idea of a 
woman cancelling her pregnancy is 
abhorrent and frightening to them, 
inducing grisly scenes of back 
alleys and dirty instruments. It's a 
veritable horror show 
indecency. 

In reality abortions are personal 
decisions that are seldom taken 
lightly. It's a heavy burden on a 
woman, or girl, to make the deci- 
sion to abort their pregnancy. It's a 
sensitive subject that, in mixed 
company, can effectively ruin any 
dinner conversation. 

Enter Rep. Christopher Smith [R- 


of human 


NJ] with the “No Taxpayer Funding 
for Abortion Act.” 

According to the Congressional 
Research Service Summary, the bill 
prohibits federal funds to be used 
for any abortion with the exception 
of forcible rape, status, 
incest, or a medical condition that 
would threaten the life of the moth- 
er if the pregnancy is not aborted. 

This would be a permanent deci- 


minor 


sion as opposed to current rulings 
that must be renewed each year, a 
practice that has occurred every 
year since 1976. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 
Sandhya Somashekhar, observed 
that the specific nature of the word- 
ing could leave some victims with- 
out options. 

“Under the proposed language, 
rape becomes ‘forcible rape." Critics 
say the modifier could distinguish it 
from other kinds of sexual assault 
that are typically recognized as 
rape, including statutory rape and 
attacks that occur because of drugs 


or verbal threats.” 

This seemingly minor detail 
attracted the attention of Steph 
Sterling, the director of government 
relations for the National Women's 
Law Center. She told the 
Washington Post: 

“It speaks to a distinction 
between rape where there must be 
some element of force in order to 
rise to the standard, and rape where 
there is not. The concern here is that 
it takes us back to a time where just 
saying no was not enough.” 

Following the Washington Post's 
Republican lawmakers 
removed the term in question once 
again including all forms of rape as 
an exception to the bill. 

This is a victory for rape victims 
everywhere. It's bad enough to be 
raped, but to be denied an abortion 
and forced to take matters into less 
professional plans is a fate truly 
grim. 

Let's get one thing straight, rape 
in any form, is a terrible act, 


report, 


whether forced, statutory, or drug 
assisted, it's abhorrent and despica- 
ble. I am decidedly anti-rape. 

The real issue here is whether 
federal funding should be put for- 
ward for victims of voluntary rape. 
Underage girls who willingly have 
sex with their older boyfriends or 
women who drunkenly agree to 
have sex, throw a monkey wrench 
in the works for politicians trying to 
draft bills that work universally. 

Using the word “forcible” when 
describing rape makes it easier to 
judge whether someone qualifies 
for federal funding or not. There's 
column A and column B, plain and 
simple. 

But rape isn't plain or simple. It's 
horrible and complicated. 
Regardless of how someone is 
raped, the emotional distress is real 
and if an abortion is necessary for a 
girl to feel human again, then who 
is the government to deny her the 
right to life and the pursuit of happi- 
ness? 


Rep. Christopher Smith (R-NJ) 
sparked controversy with bill. 
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Deal with deadlines iPhone hype 


From death to taxes, 
deadlines are a 


universal constant 


By Hore M. HunNT 
Copy Editor 


- Time elapses and each passing 
minute is a valuable minute lost, as 
that midnight deadline draws near. 
Some students thrive, rising to the 
occasion, submitting their assign- 
ments in a timely fashion. Some stu- 
dents will flounder and, despite their 
last-ditch efforts, fail to meet their 
instructor's expectations. Deadlines 
can be a blessing to some and a curse 
to others, depending on one's ability 
to pace oneself. 

Deadline. Could a word be any 
more foreboding? An examination of 
the word's etymology reveals the 
more literal nature of it, as it was a 
term coined to define a boundary that 
one could not cross and live to tell 
about it. However, in the 1920's the 
term “deadline” became lingo for the 
latest time by which something must 
be completed, and was first 
employed by newspapers, but grew 
increasingly universal, according to 
www.dictionary.com 

Some deadlines are etched in 
stone; outlined in the course syllabus 


through coursework, and are adjusted 
by the instructor to ensure students 
possess the knowledge necessary to 
complete the assignment. 

Regardless of the static or flexible 
nature of any given deadline they can 
be just as imposing, and as the 
semester progresses students may 
find themselves juggling multiple 
looming deadlines. 

Students that are adept at manag- 
ing deadlines: you might be the mas- 
ter of your time, or you might have 
too much time on your hands. 
However, if you are perspiring and 
hyperventilating as various deadlines 
are closing you might consider less- 
ening your workload, but this too is a 
path paved with deadlines, and 
you've missed the two most impor- 
tant deadlines. 

You have missed the January 29 
deadline which guaranteed a full 
tuition refund, as well as _ the 
February 5 deadline which guaran- 
teed a 50 percent refund. So, if you 
were expecting a refund as a reprieve 
from licking your wounds, then you 
were sadly mistaken or perhaps ill- 
informed. You can still withdraw 
from a course by April 8, but the 
sooner you lessen your courseload 
the better, allowing yourself the 
opportunity to focus on the courses in 
which you choose to prevail. 

In addition to the deadlines 


must complete and submit their 
FAFSA forms for the 2011-2012 
school year, meeting federal, state, 
and school deadlines. Also, students 
desiring to transfer from NECC to 
another college have deadlines by 
which they must submit their admis- 
sion applications by, which varies by 
school (by mid-March for most 
Massachusetts colleges). 

Know your own deadlines and 
keep an account of them, marking 
your calendars if necessary. Falling 
behind or failure to meet a deadline 
could be detrimental not only at 
NECC, but also in the grand scheme 
of life. 
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iPhone continues to 
expand with new 


carrier and models 


By MICHAEL LITMAN 
Correspondent 


The iPhone4 will finally be hitting 
the shelves of Verizon 
February 10, after years of only being 
available through AT&T. 

The problem that is rising now is 
that the iPhone4 will experience a lot 
of problems due to the switching of 
networks. 

According to CultofMac.com, key 
features such as, early upgrades, 
global roaming, and simultaneous 3G 
voice/data, that were available with 
A&T's iPhone are not included with 
Verizon's. 

Former NECC student Jim Curry 
said, “I don't know if I'll be able to 
wait for the iPhoneS because I have 
been waiting so long for this (iPhone) 
to come to Verizon.” 

The iPhoneS is rumored to be a 
phone designed to work better with 
Verizon satellites and incorporate all 
the features that everyone loves about 
the iPhone. 

There is no doubt that Verizon will 
be making a large profit due to releas- 
ing the iPhone under their company 


stores 


tomers moved on with the release of 
the Droid phones. 

Some believe that the iPhone does 
not compare when it comes to the 
Droid. 

“T love my droid phone, it has a lot 
more free apps and It doesn't feel as 
clunky to me,” says Christina 
Pinciaro, a student from NECC. 

Even though there is a great 
amount of hype for the phone coming 
over to Verizon, It certainly has not 
won every single person to drop their 
phones and pick this one up. 


photo by LiPo Ching/MCT 


imposed upon students by their Time waits for no one, name, but at the same time some peo- 


and strictly enforced by instructors. 
Some deadlines are more flexible, 
taking into account factors such as 
the progression (or lack thereof) 


GREEN 


There’s a green light 
in your future. 


Finish your 4-year degree at Green Mountain College, the 
nation’s greenest school, as named by Sierra magazine. 


#® Rolling admissions 


course instructors and college offi- especially where forms and 
assignments are concerned 


Riots continue 
past two weeks 


journalists. 


cials, there are more deadlines to be 
met. Students desiring financial aid 


MOUNTAIN COLLEGE 


= A generous transfer policy (up to 90 credits) 


= Transfer merit and Phi Theta Kappa scholarships awarded 


= 25 academic majors and certificate programs 


= Cutting-edge curriculum that will prepare you for the 


emerging green economy 


Green Mountain College 


One Brennan Circle 


Poultney, Vermont 05764 


800-776-6675 
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Egyptian president refuses 
to leave office as supporters 
clash with rioters 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assisstant Opinion Editor 


Since Jan. 25, there have been riots in the 
streets of Cairo, Egypt. In the last few days, 
protesters have numbered over one million. 
Egypt has been under the rule of President 
Hosni Mubarak since the 1981 assassination of 
his predecessor, Anwar E] Sadat, and during his 
rule he's maintained a permanent state of emer- 
gency. In the past decades, and through the 
riots, he's maintained the support of the U.S. 
government. 

The riots have been going on for 14 days 
For perspective, the 1992 Rodney King riots 
lasted 6 days. These riots are not a small group 
or a minor event. There are riots in every 
major city in Egypt. There have been over a 
hundred confirmed deaths. 

On Jan. 28, the Egyptian government shut 
down nearly all internet and cell phone access, 
as an effort to restrict the expression rights of 
the protesters further. It didn't work -- sympa- 
thetic hackers immediately went about estab- 
lishing ways around the blocks, and the gov- 
ernment gave up on the restriction. 

On Feb. 1, Mubarak announced that he did- 
n't intend to run for re-election, but planned on 
keeping his office until the elections in 
September. It didn't stop the protests. On Feb. 
2, protesters were attacked by Mubarak sup- 
porters, riding horses and camels, with swords, 
whips, and other weapons. They also attacked 


ple feel no excitement with the 
release of the iPhone. Many cus- 


Apple’s iPhone, not the 
Droid you’re looking for 


Sometimes, in complicated issues of inter- 
national politics, it's difficult to see what the 
right answer might be. It can be difficult to 
work out who to support, what the right course 
of action is, whether any of the proposed posi- 
tions are reasonable. 

In this case, Egypt has been under 
Emergency Law since 1981 -- 30 years. That 
status includes suspension of constitutional 
rights and the legalization of censorship, 
among other extensions of governmental 
power. During that time, Egypt has had only 
one political party, and Mubarak has been that 
party's one candidate for president. 

When Mubarak announced (contradicting 
past claims that he intended to rule until his 
death) that he would step down at the end of his 
term and allow for a real democratic election, 
the riots didn't stop. After all, there was no rea- 
son for them to. Mubarak was still in office. 
The problem, which Egyptians were in the 
street to solve, had not been solved. 

The people of Egypt have not been offered 
the opportunity to peacefully choose different 
government for the last thirty years. It's hard to 
fully comprehend, as an American -- many 
Egyptians will have had the same President for 
their entire lives. None of us were old enough 
to understand politics by the time the president 
of our birth year left office. But Americans are 
raised on stories of rebellion and protest. We're 
raised on the idea that people have the right to 
choose their government, no matter how hard 
they have to fight to do it. 

Egyptians have a right to choose their pres- 
ident. And they have a right to choose not to 
wait seven months to do it. 


Pa: 
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Shuttle news, for better or worse 


Continued from Page 1 


“I'm always on time, [today] | 
came at 8 and got an 8:30 pass,” stu- 
dent Sadat Kong said. Kong is enter- 
ing into his second year at NECC 
and said he has never had difficulty 
with the shuttle schedule. 

He says arriving “on time” is the 
secret to working with the schedule. 

Jackie Gonzalez said this semes- 
ter shows an improvement from the 
Fall, “Everybody pushed each other 
to get on the bus. It was chaos.” 

Regardless, with the addition of 
the pass system to the Haverhill 
campus, traffic flows consistently in 
and out of the security office. 

“From 12-3, I don't move,” 
Blouin said. Blouin is Chief of 
Security at Northern Essex and dis- 
burses passes at these peak times. 

Furthermore, he says security 
receives 300 calls a day, perhaps 50 
of which he says pertain to the shut- 
tle. 

“T never miss a call,” he says. 

All calls that come in through 
security are forwarded to Blouin's 
cell phone to ensure this, in case of 
an emergency or urgent situation on 
campus. 

However, the shuttle contract is 
not with Eagle security. While it was 
formerly with Eagle Security, in 
2008 it switched to Merrimack 
Valley Guard Services through May 
of 2011. 

This reduced the shuttle capaci- 

~ ty, as the contract previously provid- 


News 


ed 15 passenger vans, in contrast to 
the 11 capacity vans currently used. 

In an interview, President David 
Hartleb said, “[The campus] ulti- 
mately needs an additional shuttle.” 

“Next [academic] year when we 
put a budget together, which is in six 
weeks, we will look for the funding 
for an additional shuttle,” Hartleb 
said. 

Over the coming weeks 
Administration will be working to 
formulate the budget to be approved 
by the Board of Trustees by June 1. 
Hartleb said the school just received 
the state budget from Governor 
Deval Patrick and there is no addi- 
tional funding. 

“We are just doing the best we 
can with the budget,” Hartleb said. 

Soon to be President Lane Glenn 
said, “One thing I have been doing 
from my current role of Vice 
President of Academic Affairs work- 
ing with faculty and staff is to 


increase the number of classes 
offered in the Lawrence campus... 
students take classes on the 


Haverhill campus because some 
classes are offered only in 
Haverhill... so we're looking at 
increasing our capacity in Lawrence 
so students do not have-to take the 
shuttle.” 

In addition to a new President, 
Sue Wolfe recently announced her 
resignation, and when Glenn steps 
the President of 
Northern Essex there will be a new 
acting chief financial officer in the 


into role of 


‘We do big t 


President Obama’ 
State of the Union 
address 


By ANDY ROBINSON" 
News Editor 


President Obama gave his 
State of the Union address to the 
Congress to much applause and 
to much inevitable Republican 
criticism on Tuesday, January 25. 

The President said, “We do 
big things.” 

It is every year we get the 
presidential checkup and goal 
seminar. The major change this 
year is the venue’s audience. The 
November elections brought a 
new majority to the Republicans, 
and a new Republican Speaker of 
the House, John Bohener of Ohio. 

The President spoke on many 
levels of rhetoric, ranging from 
today’s leading issues to his last- 
ing words of generational change 
that can be traced back to the 
start of America. 

He opened with a heartfelt 
message regarding the tragedy in 
Arizona. 

“As we mark this occasion,” 
he said, “we are also mindful of 


the empty chair in this Chamber, 
and pray for the health of our col- 
league and our friend, Gabby 
Giffords.” 

The speech carried on. “We 
are the first nation to be founded 
for the sake of an idea -- the idea 
that the 
chance to shape our own destiny. 


each of us deserves 


That is why centuries of pioneers 


and immigrants have risked 


everything to come here. 
It's why our students don't 


just memorize equations, but 
answer questions like "What do 
you think of that idea? What 
would you change about the 


world? What do you want to be 
when you grow up?"” 

It is impossible to outline 
specifics in a speech that is 
broadcasted to the world and to 
every sector of the internet. 

So broad terminology is com- 
mon, something that activists and 
the Tea Party have spoken against 
in the last couple of years. The 
tone was optimistic. 

Stephen Russell, 
Professor of History at NECC, 
said of the speech, “I thought 
Obama’s State of the Union 
speech was good in that it was 
pretty focused on what the coun- 
try must do to get out of the 
tough economic times that we are 


Associate 


position of Vice President. 

Steve Brown, the student who 
has initiated the student efforts on 
campus last semester said “We are 
definitely going to keep going [this 
semester], it's a new air of possibil- 
ity.” 

He says there are plans to con- 
tinue to move forward with their 
efforts this semester, and “It's my 
sincere hope that Glenn is commit- 
ted to serving the student body, par- 
ticularly the students that are in the 
greatest need.” 

Last semester, students organ- 
ized signing of petitions and protest- 
ing events in the lobby of the C 
building. 

Students wrote their thoughts 
and experiences with the shuttle on 
on posterboard cut-outs shaped like 
buses, and also spoke at a faculty 
meeting, recruiting the help of pro- 
fessors in their efforts. 

The start of the spring semester 
brought changes to the system on 
the Haverhill campus. 

The pass system was imple- 
mented and the pick-up locations 
were reduced from.the front of the 
Behrakis Center and C building, to 
the C building only. 

“When they first started it was 
kind of push and pull... it wasn't 
first come first serve,” said NECC 
student and Stident Senate repre- 
sentative Linda Santos. Last semes- 
ter she said at times she arrived at 
6:50 and because of the lack of order 
it still would not guarantee her a seat 


ings’ 


now in. 

“He was successful in con- 
veying what must be done and 
clearly indicated that infrastruc- 
ture improvement and education 
are key to a successful economy. 
Few disagree that those 
important.” 

The President went on to say, 


“We are the nation that put cars 


are 


in driveways and computers in 
offices. The nation of Edison and 
the Wright brothers, of Google 
and Facebook. In America, inno- 
vation doesn't just change our 
lives. It's how we make a living.” 

Daniel Dwyer, NECC student, 
said of the speech, “It was a risky 
speech. When he said we need to 
compete with our competitors, I 
think that will build a lot of dis- 
trust.” 

His main message of the hour 
was one of compromise. In order 
for the new Republican House 
and the Democrat Senate to run, 
open arms and open minds are 
crucial to progress. 

The President said, “What 
comes of this moment will be 
determined not by whether we 
together tonight, but 
whether we can work together 
tomorrow.” 


can sit 


on the shuttle bus. 

“There would be pushing and 
pulling and I would not get on the 
shuttle... it's not fair.” 

Santos takes the shuttle five 
days a week to campus. 

Santos said the system has 
improved but, capacity is still an 
issue. 

“We need a bigger van... or 
have those vans do two runs at the 
same time.” 

Santos also said the pass system 
has it's imperfections. 

“If [students] miss [the shuttle] 
talking to their friends or whatever, 
they'll just take the next one,” she 
said, even though passes are distrib- 
uted individually for each shuttle 
run. 

Consequently, students with 
passes for the next shuttle can be 
without transportation. 

Romero also said, “When the 
shuttle comes they collect passes but 
some people come on without pass- 
es.” 

She said that when other stu- 
dents come who have passes, often 
the drivers will know who does not 
have the pass and ask them to get 
off. Other times however, they ask 
who does not have a pass, but no one 
will speak up. 

Such was the case with student 
Javier Fantauzzi. 

“People act stupid and try and 
take your spot on the shuttle,” he 
said, 

"Last week Fantauzzi had his 


Learn 
about HSF 


Join for discussions, 
community and pizza 


The Humanists, Skeptics and 
Freethinkers at NECC (HSF) is a 
new organization which started 
last semester, whose goals focus 
on providing a safe space and 
forum for secular, skeptical and 
nonreligious students at NECC. 
It was founded by Daniel Potocki 
and Thomas Shamma, and is 
advised by English professor Tom 
Greene. 

“If they want to examine the 
beliefs of some of the most 
important decisions in your life,” 
Potocki said. 

Last semester, the HSF held a 
panel discussion with the 
Christian Club on the topics of 
Christmas in American society, 
and the role of Jesus as a histori- 
cal and religious figure. They 
also held a bake sale on national 
AIDS day, pooling their proceeds 
with the Community Outreach 
Group. 

They plan to open this semes- 
ter with an introductory meeting 
next Monday, Feb. 14, where 
they will provide pizza and 


spot taken on a shuttle which he 
reserved a pass for. Rather than 
protesting, he said he just waited for 
the next shuttle run. “I'm not going 
to waste my time,” he said. 

Santos, like other students, also 
had issues last semester getting 
home after a 3:00 class, the time of 
the last shuttle. 

“T left class early and still I was 
not able to get on the shuttle... I 
ended up basically not able to get 
from Haverhill to my house... ‘til 
7:00 at night.” She ultimately took 
public transit home, which took just 
under two hours. 

“Unfortunately, there are people 
that get left behind,” Dan Tirone, of 
Haverhill Security said, “You do the 
math, there are 11 seats.” 

“The numbers are small, but 
even if it's one, it's too many,” 
Blouin said. 

Blouin spoke of the former shut-_ 
tle schedule that provided the serv- — 
ice for night classes, and provided 
the last run at 10:05 p.m.“back in the 
old days when there was money for 
the shuttle,” he said. 

Tony D'Amico is the head of 
Merrimack Valley Guard Services. 
All changes to the shuttle system are — 
issued by administration. D'Amico 
commented about the system saying 
“We try to provide quality service — 
for the school and for the students.” 

Nevertheless, all changes to the 
shuttle schedule are issued by 
administration. 


explain what Humanism, 
Skepticism, and Freethought is. 

In brief, Humanism is moral 
philosophy based on human well- 
being, Skepticism is the applica- 
tion of critical evaluation to ideas, 
and Freethought is the philosoph- 
ical stance that one's worldview 
should depend solely on the appli- 
cation of sound reasoning. 

“These are actually very com- 
mon positions,” said Shamma. 
“What people don't usually know 
is that there's a name for them. 
There are a lot of Humanists out 
there.” 

At the meeting, current mem- 
bers will give presentations on 
Humanism, Skeptism and 
Freethought. Also, the meeting 
will feature pizza, along with 
other delicious homemade good- 
ies. 

“Students should join HSF if 
they want to explore the cultural 
and educational underpinning 0} 
some of the most important 
beliefs they hold,” Potocki said. — 

The HSF meets on Mondays” 
from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. in C-108. 

For more information on HSF- 
contact Thomas Shamma 
tomshamma@gmail.com or Tom 


Greene | 


proftgreene@gmail.com 
: 
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NECC professor dishes on Cairo 


ELISABETH GREEN 
Staff Writer 


The recent uprisings in Cairo, 
Egypt have drawn the attention of 
the international community. In a 
lecture in a Modern Middle East 
Course, Stephen Russell, head of the 
History, Government, Philosophy 
and Economics department at 
Northern Essex, discussed the cur- 
rent situation with students. After, 
The Observer staff sat down in a 
Q&A session to further to discuss 
his perspectives on the situation. 

“The People are saying 'It's not 
either a dictatorship or chaos, there 
is something else.’ What is it? That 
is what is going to unfold in the 
coming weeks,” he said. 

The revolts started Jan. 25 
protesting Egyptian President 
Mubarak's 30 year reign in Egypt. 
The protesters in Tahrir Square said 
they do not trust Mubarak and 
demanded his resignation. Mubarak 
however said his presidency provid- 
ed stability and protection against 
extremist Muslim groups in Egypt. 

Russell described Mubarak's 
Presidency as a dictatorship and said 
this has it's pros and cons; the bene- 
fit being stability and the con being 
extreme corruption. 

Currently, there is speculation 
about who will fill the power vacu- 
um as well as a great deal of atten- 


tion drawn to the Muslim 
Brotherhood, an Islamic organiza- 
tion with a great deal of prominence 
and influence in the country. 

After this class discussion, 
Russell agreed to a Q&A session to 
offer his perspectives on the situa- 
tion in Egypt and what we can 
expect over the coming weeks: 

Q: What form of Government 
exists in Egypt now? 

A: The president has definitely 
been dominant...and there has not 
been room for much opposition. 

Q: To the average American, or 
someone without considerable 
understanding of international 
affairs, why are these protests sig- 
nificant? 

A: Egypt has been an important 
ally. We have believed, either cor- 
rectly or incorrectly, it has been a 
bulwark against radical Islam... and 
a source of stability. They also have 
recognized and made peace with 
Israel... and many other countries 
do not. More than anywhere else in 
the Arab world...what happens 
there is very important to U.S. inter- 
ests... We do not like dictatorship... 
therefore these protests kind of 
appeal to us as something most 
American's recognize as good and 
worthwhile. 

Q: What specific grievances are 
the protesters fighting for? 

A: [They want] economic relief, 
some kind of sense that Egypt can 


go somewhere [the economy has 
been regressing]... room for educat- 
ed people to get ahead... to improve 
their families livelihood. I think 
people are disgusted by corrup- 
tion... It's very difficult to get any- 
thing done [in Egypt] without cor- 
ruption. There are a lot of people 
that are not vested in society and do 
not feel apart and the government 
has not done anything to make them 
feel apart. 

Q: The expression of democracy 
is different in every country what 
can we expect coming out of Egypt 
after a change of power and what 
changes or concerns could arise? 

A: What's to prevent another 
Mubarak from coming on? It's 
important in the interim that institu- 
tions be built that ensure dictator- 
ships do not recur....The challenge 
is significant... it can be done 
though. 

Q: With this power vacuum, 
how can the government move for- 
ward? 

A: With good leadership I think 
an ideal solution would be an inter- 
im president with Omar Suleiman 
{the current vice president] ... if he 
is president his job would be to 
arrange elections where as many 
parties as possible could partici- 
pate... [with] representation from 
all groups of society and all political 
viewpoints... that are fair and all 
groups respect the other. 


Russell said what would be ideal 
is a Nelson Mandela figure who 
could step into areas of influence. 
“Mandela enabled people to put 
aside their differences and focus on 
reconstructing South Africa... 
Those leaders are rare and that's 
what Egypt really needs.” 

Q: The Muslim Brotherhood 
announced that if they come to 
power they would dissolve the 
peace treaty with Israel, a topic of 
concern for the international com- 
munity. What could this mean for 
the future of Israel? 

A: America is a strong ally of 
Egypt but a much stronger ally of 
Israel... but it has a lot to fear with 
that... powerful adversary on one 
border. 

Q: What can we expect over the 
coming weeks? 

A: People will compare it to 
Iran... it's not unlike the [ranian rev- 
olution because there are economic 
issues related to political dictator- 
ship... [in places like this] religious 
organizations are the only ones 
organized and so they tend to fill the 
political vacuum...but Egypt is not 
Iran and it's 30 years later...I could 
predict but it could be something 
that maybe no one has seen 
before...if Syria comes onboard to 
this movement than it's big...as rad- 
ical as a transformation as Europe in 
the 1900's. We'll have to see. 


Situation in Egypt 


Egyptian citizens take 
to the streets in 
protest of government 


By STEVEN BROWN 
Correspondent 


In a fascinating turn of events, 
Egyptians have shut down the 
nation, demanding for President 
Hosni Mubarak to immediately step 
down. For two weeks, the people of 
Egypt have occupied the city squares 
of Cairo, Suez, and Alexandria. 
What started on January 25 in Cairo 
as a small demonstration over unem- 
ployment and lack of civil liberties 
has turned into a full-fledged revolu- 
tion. 

As numbers of protestors grew 
and the uprising spread across the 
nation, the Egyptian government 
was quick to attempt to clamp down 
on demonstrations. 

NECC Contemporary Affairs 
Vice President Katie Yameen pon- 
dered in an interview: "Imagine liv- 
ing in a society where all of the sud- 
den, Twitter, Facebook, and cell 
phones were banned by control of 
our president because he or the gov- 
ernment didn't agree with protests or 
freedom of speech.” 

Not only did President Mubarak 
order for social networking websites 
and mobile phone networks in Egypt 
to be shut down, but riot police were 
sent into the streets to end the 
protests. 

What started out gs a largely 
peaceful protest decended into vio- 
lent chaos as police attacked, arrest- 
ed and killed demonstrators. 

The Egyptian people, however, 


were not deterred. By January 28, 
anti-government protestors in Cairo 
managed to chase the police into 
hiding, burning all police stations 
and taking hold of Tahrir Square. 

As similar uprisings spread 
throughout Egypt, the army was 
mobilized and tanks rolled into 
Egypt's major cities in an effort to 
maintain order and to protect impor- 
tant governmental offices. 

Egyptians have been living 
under President Mubarak's oppres- 
sive regime for three decades. The 
media has been controlled entirely 
by the government under his rule 
and any public expression of anti- 
government sentiment has guaran- 
teed offending Egyptians incarcera- 
tion. 

Frustrated by a gross lack of 
freedom coupled with poverty and 
unemployment, Egyptians are 
demanding Mubarak to step down 
and for the transformation of Egypt 
into a democratic nation. 

“Those who want to end poverty 
and those who see a corrupt govern- 
ment are finally taking action as they 
envision a world with glory and 
change,” said Katie Yameen. 

Not everyone is in support of the 
revolution, however. 

Despite televised news programs 
featuring encouraging scenes such as 
Muslims and Christians standing 
arm in arm together in the protests, 
some fear that the final outcome of 
the revolution will be far from 
peaceful. 

Egypt's oldest and _ largest 
Islamist organization, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, has joined the anti- 
Mubarak protests. With the imple- 
mentation of Sharia law being one of 
their stated goals, some fear that, 
should Muslim Brotherhood mem- 
bers be elected into office, Egypt 


will fall into the control of Islamic 
extremists, threatening the human 
rights of Egyptians and possibly pos- 
ing a threat to western nations. 

Although versions of Sharia vary 
from conservative to liberal regard- 
ing viewpoints on issues such as 
women's and gay rights, spokespeo- 
ple of the Muslim Brotherhood have 
yet to explicitly address where they 
stand on these issues. 

In a BBC Radio interview with 
Dr. Kamal El-Helbawy of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, Dr. Kamal 
stated, “We will be in the service of 
the people. We will be in the service 
of democracy.” He then stated that 
the Muslim Brotherhood is, “a 
movement that wants to bring happi- 
ness and support and freedom and 
equality and justice to the people.” 

Speaking on the possibility of 
extremists co-opting the revolution 
and taking power, Teymor El Dirini 
proclaimed, “This is our movement 
and we're not going to let it go.” 

The demonstrator and founder of 
grassroots news website eltahrir.org 
addressed the Muslim Brotherhood, 
saying, “They've clearly stated that 
they aren't interested in the next 
election. Let's hold them to their 
word and hope it's true.” 

NECC Professor Andrew Morse 
commented on the possibility of 
Egypt turning into a radical Islamic 
state like Iran, stating, “No one can 
say what sort of government will 
take control in Egypt. However, 
Egypt is not Iran. Egypt does not 
have a group of powerful clerics 
waiting in the wings to take power. 
Even though certain Muslim groups 
will have an influence in the govern- 
ment, Egypt has a long secular tradi- 
tion.” 

Many hope that the government 
will be transformed into a peaceful 


and democratic one, such as that of 
Indonesia. In 1998 Indonesia fell 
into similar unrest when protestors 
shut down Jakarta and ousted 
President Suharto, Indonesian dicta- 
tor for 32 years. The now democrat- 
ic nation Indonesia is the most popu- 
lous Islamic nation in the world. 

While U.S. President Barack 
Obama has explicitly stated that the 
time for change in Egypt is now, 
supporters of the anti-Mubarak 
movement in the U.S. are calling on 
Obama to be an active facilitator in 
the nations transition to a democra- 
cy. 

Professor Morse commented on 
the issue stating, “The United States 
should support democracy and 
human rights in the Middle East. 

“For many years, American 
administrations have backed brutal 
dictatorships in that part of the 
world. President Obama needs to 
show the people of the region that 
our policy has changed for the better. 
Otherwise, our relations with the 
Middle East will continue to deterio- 
rate.” 

Rather than giving in to the pro- 
testors, Mubarak has attempted to 
appease them by firing his entire 
cabinet. 

Violence in the city streets seems 
to have largely subsided but with the 
President refusing to stand down, so 
have the protestors. 

Thousands of Egyptians remain 
camped out amongst the tanks and 
burning buildings saying that they 
will not leave until Mubarak does. 

The future of Egypt is uncertain 
but as the world watches the unfold- 
ing events, all are hoping for a 
peaceful resolution to a conflict that 
has been culminating for many 
years. 


|tact 


HEY! You look 
smart. 


NECC’s multi- 

award winning liter- 
ary arts magazine, 
The Parnassus is 
looking for new staff 
members. It is low 
commitment, lots of 
fun and fame and 
fortune (well not 
really). 
_ Come see what the 
it’s all about on 
Wednesday, 
February 9th from 
12-1 pm in room 
C203. 


Refresher Class 
for Accuplacer 
Math Test 


A free math course 
for those taking the 
accuplacer math test 
will be offered on the 
dates March 5, April 
2, May 7, June 4 in 
room C 209 from 11 
am to 1:30 p.m. 

The course will 
cover Fundamentals 
of Arithmetic and 
Elementary Algebra. 


NEW 
Workshop! 


Learn the Do’s 
and Don’ts of the 
Social Networking 
on February 16 
from 12-1 p.m. 

To register con- 
the Career 
planning at career- 
planning @necc.ma 
ss.edu 


Student Senate 
Meetings 


The NECC Student 
Senate meets every 
single Wednesday 
from 3:30 to 5:00 . 
For more informa- 
tion, please contact 
Amy Kelly at 978- 
738-7416. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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Students celebrate a New Year 


Chinese New Year 
brings a taste of 
culture to students 
at NECC 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
Campus Life Editor 


Six weeks have passed since 
we celebrated the New Year 2011 
but the NECC community got in 
the celebration mood with a 
Chinese New Year Celebration at 
the Lawrence Campus, as they 
celebrated the year of the Rabbit. 

The Chinese New year was on 
February 3 and the Chinese cele- 
brate the year with 15 days of cel- 
ebration. : 

“We are a very diverse school 
here and by the celebrating the 
Chinese culture is one way to 
appreciate some of the cultures 
here,” said Nancy Henry, who 
organized the event. 

The event, which went from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., attracted many 
students and also faculty mem- 
bers who came out to enjoy not 
only Chinese food but other activ- 
ities that were offered on the stu- 
dents tables. 

The event was also attended 
by a dance group called the 
Boston Woo Ching White Crane 
Troupe who entertained the stu- 
dents. The dance troupe enter- 
tained the students and those that 
attended as they performed the 


NECC student Yan Zhang posses for a picture with 
One of the Martial Art Dancers. 


lion dance and also displayed 
some kung fu skills. 

“The lion dance is supposed to 
drive away evil spirits,” said 
Henry. The dance troupe per- 
formed the dance all over the 
Lawrence campus. 

“They did it to our offices and 
most importantly the Enrollment 
center,” Henry said. 


Students who attended called 
it a success and said that they 
learned a lot from the event. “ I 
am happy that the school has a 
special celebration for the 
Chinese culture,” said Yan Zhen a 
Chinese student who volunteered 
for the event. 

Zhen said the event made her 
feel at home since she is far from 


home. “I miss the feeling and I 
would do anything to feel like am 
in China,” Zhen said. 

Apart from the food the stu- 
dents also enjoyed free giveaways 
and also learned some history and 
information about the Chinese 
New Year. 

Attendees also got bookmarks 
with their first names written 
using Chinese caricatures. 

The Child Care Center in the 
Lawrence campus attended the 
event symbolizing the new begin- 
ning which is the reason the 
Chinese celebrate it when winter 
is at its peak. 

The Chinese New Year doesn't 
have a fixed date and is celebrat- 
ed in accordance with the lunar 
calendar, which is based on the 
time the moon takes to go around 
the earth. . 


Speaking about the event, 
Dina Brown, the head of the 
Student Engagement Center, 
praised the students who came to 
embrace the culture. 

“We have held this event for 
the past 12 years this is the 13th 
year and it keeps getting better,” 
said Brown. 

With the Chinese New Year 
ending today, the Engagement 
Center is looking forward to cele- 
brateing the Independence Day of 
the Dominican Republic. 

The event will take place on 
February 28 and will take place at 
the atrium at the Lawrence cam- 
pus, starting from noon and end- 
ing at | p.m. Students are encour- 
aged to attend and support other 
cultures. 


photo by Stephen Ndungu 


Members. of the student engagement center and 
students demonstrate how to make Chinese Crafts. 


Snowed in - Lawrence 


BYBARDALIS GOMEZ 
Correspondent 


Mayor William Lantigua 
has been under great pressure 
these past weeks due to com- 
plaints about the large amount 
of snow that has been piled up 
in the city. 

Many Lawrence residents 
have issued complaints about 
sidewalks that are not clean 
enough to walk on, streets that 
are too narrow to navigate, 
slippery roads and inefficient 
snow removal. 

NECC's Lawrence campus 
has also been affected by this 
issue. On my way into the 
advising center in Lawrence, I 


Plows 


working on a state highway are a 
familiar scene for NECC students these days. 


MCT Campus Photo 


noticed that the sidewalks 
were full of snow and I had to 
go all the way around the 
entrance by walking on the 
streets instead. 

There were also enormous 
mountains of snow piled up 
everywhere. 

“The snow is bad, but it's 
bad everywhere, not just in 
Lawrence,” said NECC 
Nursing student Delia Cruz, 
who attends classes in the 
Lawrence campus. 

These are obviously less 
than ideal conditions for any- 
One trying to find parking out- 
side of the very small parking 
lot or anyone who is walking 


to school. I found this to be 
particularly strange since 
Lawrence Municipal Code 


Section 12.04.040 Removal of 
snow from awnings and side- 


walks states that, “The tenant, 
occupant or owner of any 
building or land bordering on 
any street or way where there 
is a sidewalk or awning shall, 
within twenty-four (24) hours 
after snow stops shall remove 
such snow from awnings 
and/or sidewalk” according to 
Cityoflawrence.com 

Ideally, all the street and 
sidewalks would be cleaned 
after a snow storm, but what 
happens when there is too 
much snow to handle? 

NECC Lawrence is not the 
only place with this problem. 
The entire city is covered with 
huge snow piles and blocked 
sidewalks. The Mayor assures 
that the city is doing its best 
by hiring more snow plows 
and monitoring their progress 
according to an interview with 
the EagleTribune.com. 


He also assures that a big 
part of the problem is finan- 
cial. In efforts to promote 
snow removal, the city has 
also put into place an award 
named “Yard of the month” for 
the house with the cleanest 
yard and sidewalks. 

Due to this overwhelming 
amount of snow and pressure 
to keep the city clean and there 
is currently an ongoing inves- 
tigation involving illegal 
dumping of snow into the 
Merrimack River where trucks 
were caught on camera last 
Sunday night. 

According to the Weather 
Channel, the snow does not 
seem to be stopping any time 
soon. More snow will continue 
to accumulate in the upcoming 


weeks adding more work and 
pressure to the city of 
Lawrence. 


UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS THAT 
TAKE YOU WHERE YOU WANT TO GO. 
Northeastern’s undergraduate programs offer a 


direct and convenient way to earn the degree you 
want from a school you respect. 


lf you've accumulated 80 quarter hours (or 60 
semester hours) of credit, you can transfer those 
credits directly into one of our 18-month Fast-Track 
degree completion programs. Choose from programs 
in IT, communications, management, leadership, and 
more. Do you have less than 80 credits? Don't worry, 


we have options for you too. 


IT’S NOT TOO LATE, APPLY TODAY. 


It's not too late. Undergraduate and Fast-Track 
programs are launched multiple times a year. Next 


programs begin this fall, 9/13/10. 


GET STARTED. 


To learn more or start an application contact 
an enroliment coach at 877.668.7727 or visit 
www.northeastern.edu/cps/ugtransfer 


Northeastern University 


“= College of Professional Studies 


| 
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It’s the knockouts 
versus the train- 
wrecks at the SAGs 


By MATTHEW RAND 
A&E Editor 

It’s awards 
season once 
more, so you 
= know what that 
means? Well, 


yes, it means 


that it’s awards 
season once more, but it also means 
that it’s time for more red carpet fash- 
ion madness! 

January 30 brought with it the 
17th Annual Screen Actors Guild 
Awards and, naturally, some inspired 
gowns and some _ not-so-inspired 


gowns. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


The good, the bad & the ugly 


Mila Kunis takes my award for 
Best Dressed, looking absolutely 
stunning in a blood red Alexander 
McQueen. You know, for a second 
there I thought she couldn’t possibly 
get any hotter. Guess I was wrong! 

January Jones places a close 
second in a Carolina Herrera few 
could pull-off as easily as she. The 
makeup’s gorgeous, the hair out of 
the stratosphere: she’s positively 
regal! 

The “Glee” girls came out swing- 
ing--Dianna Agron in a sultry vintage 
Chanel, Jenna Ushkowitz in a flow- 
ing Badgley Mischka, and Heather 
Morris in a stunning Romona 
Keveza--but Amber Riley and Lea 
Michele were the two who really 
knocked it out of the park. 

Riley, in a black Anne Barge, 


looked positively dy-no-mite. The 
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“Black Swan” co-star Winona Ryder, looking frazzled, 
one of the worst dressed in a drab Alberta Ferretti. 


mermaid bottom gave her a lovely 
silhouette and, I mean, don’t even get 
me started on that ferocious new do. 
Suffice it to say, Beyoncé would be 
very, very proud. On the other hand, 
Michele (in her standard Oscar de la 
Renta) screamed “effortless.” It’s 
almost as if she stepped onto the car- 


looked around, and uttered 


pet, 
“Who, me?” Exquisite. 

Lastly, Annette Bening dazzled 
in Tony Ward Couture. Oozing pure 
class, Mrs. Beatty looked age-appro- 
priate and absolutely fabulous. 

Now, as with every star-studded 
event, there are plenty of misses to go 
along with the hits. Worst Dressed 
goes to “Winter’s Bone” star 
Jennifer Lawrence in a so-hot-pink- 
I-now-need-laser-eye-surgery Oscar 
de la Renta. Note to the naturally 
beautiful Lawrence: no, getting “all 
dolled up” does not translate to 
“dress like Barbie.” Pass! 

Christina Hendricks of “Mad 
Men” wasn’t far behind in a horrific 
number from L’Wren Scott. Is it a 
sequined bathrobe? A sequined trash 
bag? Either way, I was wholehearted- 
ly disappointed in the, again, natural- 
ly gorgeous Hendricks. Sometimes 
less is more, ladies! The amount of 
mean things I could say about 
Winona Ryder in Alberta Ferretti. 
Oh Wino, why do you hurt me so? 


We get it--you haven’t been outside 


in centuries, but yeah. I got nothing. 


Mila Kunis, star of “Black Swan,” 
fiery Alexander McQueen. 


“The Office’’s Jenna Fischer 
was a total dud in a horrendously 
matronly silver Fendi. It was all sad 
and ill-fitting, from the neck-line to 
the color to the mini sleeves. Yuck! 

It breaks my heart to say that 
Nicole Kidman, as well, looked all 
over the place in Nina Ricci. To reit- 
erate for the zillionth time: Less! Is! 
More! With lace in every nook and 


cranny and a random plunging back 


that seemed like it came out of 


nowhere, I was left scratching my 
head. Bonus points for the ridiculous 


floral necklace that also seemed like 
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best dressed in a 


it came out of nowhere. Blah with a 
capital “B!” 

In summation: show me some- 
thing new, ladies! Thank the good 
lord for Mila, January, Amber, Lea 
and Annette, because if it weren’t for 
them, I’d be weeping over the lack of 
diva-tude emanating from the SAGs 
this year. 

With the Oscars right around the 
comer, hopefully Jennifer, Christina, 
Winona, Jenna, Nicole and all the 
other fashion failures will step-up 


their game. Here’s hoping! 


An open letter to Oscar 


Student finds faults in 
Academy Award 
nominations 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Dear little golden statue, 

Over the past few years I have 
felt as though we have been grow- 
ing further and further apart. I still 
love you, little golden statue, and 
always will, but the problem is 
that you approve of the people I 
dislike and ignore the people I 
love. Yes, this indeed is going to 
be a problem for us. Now I, like 
any other sensible movie fanatic, 
am ready to complain. 

First off, great job this year 
with the best supporting actor cat- 
egory! However, I have to ask: 
why in the world you nominated 


Jeremy Renner from “The Town”? 
Considering the fact that Renner’s 
accent in the aforementioned 
“Town” pierced my eardrums 
whenever he spoke, this is not a 
valid nomination at all. If any- 
thing, Andrew Garfield from “The 
Social Network” should have 
taken up a spot. Garfield had 
much more depth in his perform- 
ance, which Renner lacked. 

On the contrary, you did not 
put “The Town” up for Best 
Picture. A good choice, little gold- 
en statue, considering that it was a 
mediocre attempt at filmmaking 
from combination director/actor 
Ben Affleck. By the way, Oscar, 
can you please tell Affleck when 
he stomps across your red plush 
carpeting that he is not Orson 
Welles? 

Moving forward, how could 
you not have nominated the direc- 
tor of “Inception” Christopher 
Nolan for Best Director? Not only 
did you snub Nolan in the past by 


not nominating his film “The Dark 
Knight” for Best Picture, but you 
do this. There was more craft in 
one shot of “Inception” than in the 
any other piece of cinema released 
in the past two decades. 

Come on, Oscar. Shame on 
you! 

Shame on you, you mean, 
uncaring, short, little man. I will 
never look at your luminous face 
again without feeling a pang of 
disappointment in’ my stomach 
again. 

I am disgusted already. But, 
don’t worry, Ill still complain 
when it comes the morning after 
the Academy Awards. Also, not to 
burst your bubble, but personally | 
enjoy the Razzie award ceremony 
more than yours. 


Not yours truly, 


Chantal McGovern 


Courtesy Photo 
Andrew Garfield in a still from “The Social Network” 
deserved an Oscar nomination for best supporting actor. 
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By KATHRYN BRIDEN 
Correspondent 


Students have learned from years 
of citations and re-writings that there 
is a fine line that separates original 
work from plagiarism. In the music 
industry, the line between a legal 
influence and copyright infringement 
is just as confusing. 

There are many different aspects 
of songs, all of which are possible to 
be either stolen or “sampled” by 
other artists. These aspects include 
vocal lines, bass lines, lyrics, 
melodies, and chord progressions, all 
of which are aspects that have been 
copied or borrowed both past and 
present. 

Even though most artists “sam- 
ple” or cover songs legally, their need 
to reuse old material is indicative of a 
less creative music industry. 

Many older listeners. will recog- 
nize the background vocals in 
“Check It Out” by Nicki Minaj and 
will.i.am as the background vocals 
from “Video Killed the Radio Star,” a 
popular song from the 80’s band 
“The Buggles.” 

Although fans may not know 
that these two artists didn’t write that 
part, The Buggles receive royalties 
every time that song is played, giving 
revenue to a band long considered 
obsolete. Despite its beneficial 
nature for The Buggles, there was no 
reason why Nicki Minaj and 
will.i.am couldn’t create their own 
original part. 

Not every artist uses these influ- 
ences legally. In 1990, David Bowie 
and Queen accused Vanilla Ice of pla- 


giarism. They stated that he had 
clearly copied their famous bass line 
from “Under Pressure” in his new 
song “Ice Ice Baby.” 

Despite Vanilla Ice’s claims that 
his bass part was different by a single 
note, it was not enough to convince 
the public, and the two groups settled 
out of court. Nick Reid, 21, thinks 
that “sampling” is acceptable. 
“Every combination of notes has 
been used before. 

No one’s coming up with any- 
thing new in 2011.” Reid also says 
some of his favorite music includes 
samples. He cites J Dilla as his 
favorite rap producer, saying “J Dilla 
samples a lot of jazz music... [sam- 
pling] is different than creativity. I 
don’t think it’s better or worse.” 

Even Katy Perry’s summer hit in 
2010 “California Gurls,” was 
accused of copyright infringement. 
According to CBS News, the Beach 
Boys claimed it was similar to their 
song “California Girls,” and that 
Snoop Dog infringed when he used 
the phrase: “I really wish you could 
all be California Girls.” 

In the same article, CBS quoted 
a spokesperson from the Beach 
Boys’ record label as saying: “using 
the words or melody in a new song 
taken from an original work is not 
appropriate under any circumstances, 
particularly from one as well-known 
and iconic as “California Girls.” 

Another popular 2010 song was 
Lady Antebellum’s “Need You 
Now.” However, if you listen to 
Alan Parsons’ “Eye in the Sky,” 
you'll notice it is exactly the same, 
just with different lyrics and a coun- 
try music twist. Alan Parsons has 


not sued Lady Antebellum, but there 
is a large amount of disapproval on 
YouTube, where fan editors have 
pieced together the two songs to 
show the similarities. 

The Axis of Awesome, an 
Australian comedy group, has 
demonstrated how many songs are 
created using the same four chords. 
In their “4 Chord Song,” they poke 
fun at the number of songs that has 
the same chord progression. 

They include snippets of popular 
songs such as “Don’t Stop Believin”” 
by Journey, “You’re Beautiful” b 
James Blunt, “She Will Be Loved” 
by Maroon 5, and “Poker Face” by 
Lady Gaga. All of these songs are 
based off of the same four chords. It 
is not illegal to copy these chords, 
because there are a limited number of 
chord patterns that can be put togeth- 
er. 

As revealing as the Axis of 
Awesome’s song is, it isn’t the first 
time that this has been done. In fact, 7) ay 
years before Axis of Awesome $ 
became popular on YouTube, Rob 
Paravonian became an online sensa- 
tion with his “Pachelbel Rant,” a 
song he had created showing how all 
songs come from the same four 
chords as “Pachelbel’s Canon.” 
Even the spoofs about the lack of cre- 
ativity are sampling from each 
other’s work. 

Where does this leave the music 
industry now? Are they fated to 
become as predictable as 
Hollywood? As new artists continue 
to crank out old music, it leaves the 
impression of a bleak future. 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We offer: 

® an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 

¢ financial aid. 

* career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 
¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


aay 


Aisle 


Hip-hop superstar Nicki Minaj is a frequent sampler of 
older songs. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business studies, 
communication, game design, graphic design, hospitality 
administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your 
degree online and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth 
and Salem, N.H., and Brunswick, Maine. 


SNHU is a U.S. News and World Report Tier 1 university. 


Southern, 4 
New Hampshire 


University 


For More Information: 
T: 800.642.4968 
E-Mail: transfer@snhu.edu 
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A students public apology 


Sometimes we just 
need to admit that we 
are wrong 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
_ Features Editor 


Monday Jan. 24 was more than 

just the beginning of a new semester 
for me; it was a reality check as 
well. A fellow student Kyle Hudson 
in his exact words said to me “you 
should have more respect for peo- 
ple”. Why you ask, why would he 
just randomly say something like 
that to me? He had a good reason 
because what I did was truly disre- 
spectful and uncalled for. 
_ I was sitting in class when I 
noticed Chris Stokham sitting 
across from me. He has the sweetest 
mullet I've seen since Joe Dirt! Yes, 
I have a strange infatuation with 
mullets, but can you blame me 
they’re awesome! 

So without even thinking I 
pulled out my cell phone and 
snapped a picture. That's not the 
worst part I took it one step further 
and uploaded it to my Facebook. 

I didn't even have the decency 
to introduce myself to Stokham, 
never mind take his picture and 
publicly broadcast it on Facebook. 
What was I thinking? I wasn't, and 
Hudson with his subtle yet very for- 
ward remark made that quite clear. 

I'm not going to lie, for a split 
second I wanted to go off on 


Hudson and tell him to mind his 
bleeping business and to stop spy- 
ing on students and what they do 
with their phones, but I didn't. After 
that split second my conscience 
kicked in and I realized just how in 
the wrong I was. 

“Did you really .just do that 
Harmonie? How would you feel if 
someone did that to you? Is this the 
type of person you want people to 
believe you are?” These, among so 
many others, were the thoughts rac- 
ing through my head. 

For the remainder of the day | 
felt like complete crap. I began to 
think of all the incidences that have 
recently occurred with people 
uploading photos and other person- 
al information about others and the 
horrific consequences of these peo- 
ple's actions. 

Technology today makes it so 
easy to take advantage of others 
whether we intend to or not. I 
decided that following Wednesday 
during class I would go up to 
Stokham introduce myself, explain 
to him what } had done and apolo- 
gize. 

I was  so_ nervous for 
Wednesday's class. I realized, as 
you get older, the act of apologizing 
and admitting you are wrong is 
much more difficult compared to 
when you are younger. I remember, 
as a child doing something wrong 
and immediately apologizing was 
like second nature. 

Children are conditioned to 
apologize being reminded constant- 
ly by their parents and teachers to 
do so. As you become an adult there 


is no one instructing you on when or 
how to apologize, this is simply a 
personal choice we are left to decide 
on alone. I believe the difficulty in 
admitting when we are wrong stems 
from our egos that we cater to and 
build over the years. 

So Wednesday arrived, and I 
showed up outside my classroom a 
half hour early to make sure I could 
catch Stokham as well as Hudson to 
explain myself. I first seen Hudson 
and | thanked him for pointing out 
just how rotten my actions were. He 
really opened my eyes and made me 
more aware of my actions. I 
explained to him I was not being 
vindictive and I planned on apolo- 
gizing to Stokham as soon as I saw 
him. 

Hudson explained to me that 
when he was in high school he used 
to pull pranks on other students, 
never taking into consideration their 
feelings. 

“I wasn't trying to be mean to 
you I just wanted you to understand 
he's a person too,” said Hudson. 

A few minutes later I saw 
Stokham walking down the hall 
towards class. 

I walked up to him and intro- 
duced myself. He seemed a little 
overwhelmed at first with some ran- 
dom girl rushing up to him in the 
hallway; I guess I might have been a 
little too eager. 

I complimented his mullet and 
explained my freak infatuation with 
mullets to him. Then it was time to 
fess up, tell Stokham what I did 
Monday in class and apologize. 

Stokham accepted my apology, 


expense. 


was flattered that I liked his mullet 
as much as I did, and gave me per- 
mission to repost the picture on my 
Facebook. I thought to myself, 
“Wow Harmonie if only you waited 
until after class on Monday, and 
introduced yourself to Chris, he 
would have been more than willing 
to take a photo for you.” However, 
you wouldn't be reading this story if 
I hadn’t had such an eye opening 
experience. “ 

Admitting when you are wrong 
is hard and apologizing can be even 
harder. . 


MCT Campus photo 
Please avoid being a shutterbug at someone else’s 


We are all people and people 
make mistakes. 

Admitting when you are wrong 
is a humbling and empowering 
experience for one's character. 

My efforts in writing this story 
are to make people more aware and 
to encourage others to do the nght 
thing. 

If you are in the wrong put your 
ego aside and just say those two lit- 
tle words “I'm sorry.” You'll feel 
better once you have. 


Eagle festival set to soar over Newburyport 


By Mary- ELLEN D’ ANGELO 
Correspondent 
Soar over to the annual 


Merrimack River Eagle Festival. 
Nest along the river's edge while 
viewing majestic bald eagles, mov- 
ing south to the lower Merrimack 
River region every winter. Eagles 
weave through the sky.up to 10,000 
feet above the river, reaching speeds 
of up to 35 mph, before diving low 
to catch prey with their sharp talons. 

There will be eight designated 
viewing areas along the Merrimack 
River on Saturday, Feb. 12. They 
start at Alliance Park on Main Street 


Older 


Continued from page | 


Aside from her lack of 
understanding when it comes to 
technology Johnson is also 
finding it hard to get in touch 
with her inner student. 

“I don't remember the last 
time I've actually written an 
essay, said Johnson, who went 
to the writing center in the 
Lawrence campus to get extra 
help with her first writing 
assignment. 

Johnson said she found the 
writing center very helpful but 
knows she is going to have to 
work very hard all semester. 


in Amesbury and end at the Mass 
Audubon Joppa Flats Education 
Center at | Plum Island Turnpike in 
Newburyport. Six areas will have 
naturalists on sight. 

Kathleen Hutchins, a_ field 
teacher for Mass Audubon at the 
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, 
says “Naturalists hold degrees in 
their area of expertise.” Go onto the 
Mass Audubon web site: 

www.massaudubon.org/ 
eaglefestival, for more information 
and to download a festival map. 

If you prefer a warmer viewing 
area, there are guided tours leaving 
from the Newburyport Chamber of 
Commerce every thirty minutes 


from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call Joppa 
Flats Education Center at 978-462- 
9998 to reserve your seat in a van. 

Two eagle demonstrations will 
be shown by Tom Ricardi of the 
Massachusetts Bird of Prey 
Rehabilitation Facility from 10 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 
p-m. at Newburyport City Hall. 
Raptors of all sizes will be featured. 
Seating will be available on a first 
come first served basis. 

Mike Giddenge, NECC human 
services major had not heard of the 
festival. When asked if he would 
attend, he replied, “No, probably 
not. I don't really follow eagles. I'm 
more interested in music.” 


Eagle Festival information will 
be available Saturday, Feb. 12, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at all festival 
headquarter sites; Joppa Flats 
Educational Center, | Plum Island 
Turnpike, Parker River National 
Wildlife Refuge Headquarters, 6 
Plum Island Turnpike; Newburyport 
City Hall, 60 Pleasant St; 
Newburyport Chamber of 
Commerce, 38R Merrimack St. 

If you want to see other indige- 
nous wildlife, visit Plum Island. At 
mid-tide or low-tide, view the seals 
sunning themselves on the rocks 
between Salisbury Beach State 
Reservation and Plum Island. To 
view short-eared owls, rough- 


legged hawks, loons, sea ducks and 
possibly a snowy owl, head over to 
Salisbury Beach State Reservation 
before dark. 

Newburyport City Hall is offer- 
ing guests the opportunity to get 
their picture taken with a raptor in 
exchange for a $10 donation to the 
Eagle Festival. Photos are taken 
between 11:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Call 
978-462-9998 for reservations. 

-Hawks from the Mass 
Audubon's Drumlin Farm will be 
available for viewing at the Joppa 
Flats Education Center between 
11:00 a.m. and 3 p.m. 


students adjust to new information age 


“When I was in the writing 
center I felt like I was asking 
so many questions, it got to the 
point where I just stopped and 
decided to save some of my 
questions for my kids when I 
got home,” said Johnson. 

Johnson is lucky to have 
her children to help her transi- 
tion into her new college life, 
but what about the many other 
older students who don't have 
college-aged children? 

What about the students 
who have no support system 
outside the campus? 

One solution is to offer 
more intensive orientation 


classes for new students as they 
do at other colleges in the area. 

NECC could design a 
course for students 30 years of 
age and older. 

This course could cover 
everything from how to send 
and receive email through their 
student email account, how to 
use search engines like Google, 
and how to save a Word docu- 
ment. 

The course could even 
bring students on campus field 
trips so students have a chance 
to get fimiliar with the 
Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses. 


"If NECC offered a course 
like that I would be first in line 
to register," said Johnson. 

Although Johnson has a 
good attitude about her new 
student struggles, other stu- 
dents may not be as confident, 
or have the amount of support 
she has, which could result in 
them dropping out of school. 

If these students were 
offered a course that would 
help them learn practical skills 
like operating a computer their 
college experience would be 
more successful. : 

It can be intimidating to be 
sitting in a class with students 


who are half your age where 
everyone seems to know all the 
answers but you. 

In Johnson's case she decid- 
ed to save some of her ques- 
tions until she got home out of 
embarrassment of asking too 
many questions at the writing 
center. No student should have 
to feel like they are asking too 
many questions and if NECC 
offered a more_ intensive 
course, dedicated to introduc- 
ing the bare basics of the tech- 
nology students will be expect- 
ed to use in their future cours- 
es, it could help older students 
adjust. E 
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Lockouts to come? | Green Bay’s 
Super finish 


NFL, NBA seasons 
jeopardized for the 
upcoming year 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


Armageddon is near, and no, 
it is not going to be December 
21, 2012. In the fall of 2011 
there is a possibility that lock- 
outs will occur in the NBA and 
the NFL resulting in no games in 
either sport. 

What is the cause of the 
lockouts? Both leagues collec- 
tive bargaining agreements are 
expiring. 

While there is still time for 
deals to be worked out for both 
leagues, player's unions are 
prepping their players for a 
lockout. 

The NBA will be harder to 
settle because the player's union 
has leverage, because players 
can go to so many places to play 
basketball other than the NBA. 
Europe and China both have 
leagues. 

In fact, former NBA stars 
such as Stephon Marbury and 
Allen Iverson currently play in 
China. 

Even during the season play- 
ers are talking about playing in 
Europe if a lockout indeed hap- 
pens. Dallas Maverick forward 


New coach for track 
and field at NECC 


Dirk Nowitzki has said he is 
serious about going to play in 
Europe. While they have not 
commented on the issue, it is 
figured that Pau and Marc Gasol 
will play in Spain. 

The most surprising name 
that has said he would go to 
Europe is Lebron James. During 
his free agency saga James stat- 
ed, “If the money is right, I'd 
play in Europe.” 

While no official talks took 
place there is no question if a 
European team signed Lebron 
James the NBA would lose a lot 
of fans and money. 

Going to play in Europe is 
nothing new. Milwaukee Bucks 
guard Brandon Jennings skipped 
college and played in Italy in 
order to get a feel of pro basket- 
ball. 

He did well in Europe and 
was drafted tenth overall in the 
first round. Josh Childress, who 
struggled his first couple of 
years in the NBA, went on to 
play for Greece. 

After doing well there he 
came back to the NBA and is 
now playing for the Phoenix 
Suns. 

The last time the NBA 
locked out it lasted from July 1, 
1998 to January 20, 1999 and 
the league schedule lasted 50 
games. 

Despite not having as many 
leagues overseas as the NBA 
does, an NFL agreement will 


also be difficult to resolve. The 
only real competition for the 
NFL is the “UFL. “jWhile 
Commissioner Roger Goddel 
remains optimistic that a deal 
will be hashed out, the NFL 
player's union is telling players 
to be prepared for a lockout. 

A problem contributing to 
the disagreement is the 18 game 
schedule. The league wants it 
but the players do not. The 
biggest problem between the 
players and owners is money. 

The players want more and 
the owners are not budging. NFL 
fans wont be the only ones 
affected. Stadium jobs will be 
lost and NFL cities will lose 
money. 

Though a lockout would be 
bad for all teams, players, NFL 
employees, and fans, it would 
have a bigger impact here in 
New England. The longer the 
lockout lasts, the longer Patriots 
fans will have the taste of foot in 
their mouths from the Patriots 
losing to the New York Jets. 

On a positive note, the last 
time the NFL had a lockout it 
only lasted 24 days. However, 
the season was shortened from 
17 weeks to 15 weeks. 

The next time you are watch- 


ing a Celtics game or a repeat of 


a Patriot's game please cherish it 
because unless the Collective 
Bargaining Agreements are set- 
tled there may not be a game for 
a while. 


The Knights track and 
field team is under new 
management 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


The NECC Knights track and field 
team is coming off of a solid 2010 season 
When their coach of five years, Dawn 
Caputo, left, the Knights knew they need- 
ed someone to be able to fill her shoes. 

They seemed to have found the right 
feet to fill in those shoes in Coach Andrew 
Barron, who was appointed the head track 
and field coach at Northern Essex in July 
of 2010. 

Barron has a great resume of coaching 
experience. In the past five years he has 
coached either cross-country or track and 
field at Framingham State University, 
Emerson College, and = Mass Bay 
Community College. Barron also coached 
youth track and field for Youth 
Enrichment Services in South Boston with 
his friend Brian Van Dorpe. Andrew 
Barron is also a certified USATF level | 
coach and Mass State certified track offi- 
cial. 

Barron looks forward to the upcoming 
track and field season. 

He stated, “This upcoming season | 
believe can be even better than last sea- 
son.” 


The team has a solid amount of return- 
ing athletes as well as newcomers to the 
team. The Knights also have a returning 
National 200 Meter Champion in Noelia 
Figeureo and returning All-American 
Samantha Dietrach. 

When coaching a new team, challenges 
will always arise. When asked what chal- 
lenges he may face Barron said, “The chal- 
lenges are that every athlete is different. 
You can't coach every athlete the same.” 

With a whole new batch of athletes 
Barron will have a lot on his hands. He 
seems to be more than up to the challenge 
though. Barron said, “You have to take 
things one day at a time and work hard 
every practice.” 

Barron seems to have already made 
himself at home here at NECC. Practices 
have already started for the Knight's track 
and field team. 

They have been meeting Monday 
through Thursday and some choice 
Saturday practices. 

The Knight's first scheduled meet is 
Saturday, March 19 at 
University in Dedham, MA. 

Signups are still underway for the 
NECC Knights track and field team. 
Barron encourages all students to give 
track a chance. 

“No experience is necessary, Barron 
said, “It is all what you make of it.” 

Anyone is able to stop at the athletics 
department to sign up or email Andrew 
Barron at ABarron@necc.mass.edu with 
any questions. 


Northeastern © 


att 


Packers send Steelers 
home with their tails 
between their legs 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


Sunday night every American’s 
eyes were glued to their TVs for 
Super Bowl XLV. It was one of the 
highest anticipated Super Bowls in 
recent years. Two of the most storied 
franchises in the NFL, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and the Green Bay Packers, 
were set to showdown. After an 
exciting game of hard defense, big 
plays, and bone-crushing hits every 
cheese head in Packer nation had a 
reason to celebrate as the Packers 
defeated the Steelers 31 to 25. 

The Green Bay Packers haven't 
seen the Lombardi Trophy since 
defeating the Patriots in 1997. It has 
finally been returned back to Green 
Bay where it was originally named 
after their legendary coach Vince 
Lombardi. 

This was not an average Super 
Bow! win for the Green Bay Packers. 
They managed to upset the greatest 
franchise since the start of the Super 
Bowl era. The Pittsburgh Steelers 
have won 6 Super Bowl titles, more 
than any other team. The Steelers 
were led by a quarterback who has 


won 2 Super Bowls in his career thus 
far. Pittsburgh's illustrious history 
was no match for the heart of the 
Green Bay Packers. 

Green Bay would have been 
nowhere without their star quarter- 
back. Packer's quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers completed one of the great- 
est playoff performances in years by 
winning the Super Bowl. In the game 
Rodgers threw for 304 yards and 3 
touchdowns. Rodger’s was awarded 
the Super Bowl MVP award for his 
outstanding performance. 

Rodgers has finally stepped out 
of former Green Bay great Brett 
Favre's shadow. Rodgers is now cast- 
ing his own shadow on the NEL. 
Wide receiver and veteran Donald 
Driver stated to ESPN, “Aaron's 
proved that he's one of the best, if not 
the best, quarterback in this game 
today.” 

After the game some Packers had 
praise to give for the legacy of Green 
Bay. Linebacker A.J. Hawk said to 
ESPN, “This is where it belongs. As 
long as the Packers have lived, it's 
going to be great to bring it back.” 
Hawk is referencing Green Bay win- 
ning the first two Super Bowls ever. 

Wide receiver Greg Jennings said 
it best in an interview with ESPN, 
“Wow! It's a great day to be great. 
And that is exactly what the G on the 
Packer's helmets stands for, great- 
ness.” 


_ WHY TRANSFER TO — 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY Y 


Just 2'4 hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is a 
student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, health sciences 
and communications. And we're 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www.quinnipiac.edu to see 

why Quinnipiac is your next 

step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAG UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue de kas 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 ; 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 at 
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College Football: the conference shuffle 


The BCS has been 
under fire for its 
ranking system 


By SHANE FOLEY 
Correspondent 


This college football season has 
been seriously heated in its greatest 
controversy and no it's not cheer- 
leader quality. 

The controversial topic of 
strength of schedule and the Bowl 
Championship Series (BCS) ranking 
system has been under heavy fire. 

College football almost had 4 
undefeated teams, and only one of 
them was from the SEC. So it got the 
wheels in my head turning. Can any 
team make it to the big game, or are 
the conference configurations too 
lopsided? 

Upon researching this issue, | 
found out that many others have 
positions and arguments on the sub- 
ject and are not afraid to voice them. 

Spoiler alert; this story reads 
like a “Desperate Housewives” 
episode. 

It is ironic in that the outcome of 
the season was the simplest one, yet 
nobody thought it would happen. The 
formula was easy; the two undefeat- 
ed teams will play. TCU plays in a 
weaker conference that Auburn and 
Oregon; therefore, those are your two 
combatants. 

It sounds so simple, but it seemed 


as though nobody thought it would, 
could, or even should happen. 

Whether it was TCU, Boise 
State, Alabama or LSU, somebody 
had an opinion, and it*usually was 
their team versus either Auburn or 
Oregon. It was like a war. 

On one side you had the new- 
comers; TCU and Boise State, who 
are not frequent BCS contenders. 

On the other hand, you had the 
veterans; basically everybody from 
the Big 10 and SEC. 

The argument on the newcomers 
side was that no matter what confer- 
ence you are from, if you don't lose, 
you should have a chance to play in 
the big game. 

On the other side, they said that 
while the power conferences had 
challenges every week, the newcom- 
ers beat up on little guys, or "the lit- 
tle sisters of the poor," as Ohio State 
President, Gordon Gee, so delicately 
put it. 

However, are the newcomer 
opponents so weak? Also, do the 
power conferences really have that 
good competition every Saturday? 
Allow me to address the former first. 

I recall a game early on in the 
season. The teams were the Virginia 
Tech Hookies, who were speculated 
to be a very good team and possibly 
winthe ACC. 

On the other side was Boise 
State, a newcomer who while played 
tremendously good football, played 


in the WAC Conference, which does’ 


not have very good teams. 
The hype up to the game was that 


WWW.RIVIER.EDU 


it was Boise State's "first real test". 
While most Americans according 
to the point spread were waiting for 
Virginia Tech to take the game late in 
the 4th quarter, their jaws dropped 
when Boise State quarterback threw 


the winning touchdown. 
Commentator Brent Musburger's 


exact words were, "let the debate 
begin." Nobody could have put it bet- 
ter. F 

The debate lasted an entire sea- 
son, and when people said that Boise 
State never had a real test, Brent 
Musburger and | both scratched our 
heads. Boise State finished with only 
one loss and 26-3 massacre of Utah 
in the MAACO Bowl. 

The other newcomer that was 
undefeated was the aforementioned 
TCU. Throughout the season they 
underwent Boise State Syndrome, 
because they played in the Mountain 
West Conference, which also had 
weaker opponents. ; 

However, instead of the BCS 
game, they played in the Rose Bowl 
against the Wisconsin Badgers who 
packed a stellar resume that would 
make Bear Bryant proud. 11 wins, 2 
losses and one game where they 
scored an excess of 80 points! 

While TCU's national champi- 
onship hopes were crushed, it was 
they who crushed Wisconsin in a 
defensive shocker. 

The most eerie thing about it 
though was the score; they won 21- 
19 (the BCS championship game was 
22-19). 

Now to address the latter, how 


good are the opponents in the power 
conferences? 


As far as the SEC goes, only 5 of 


those teams were ranked. Teams like 
Florida, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Kentucky, and Vanderbilt had very 
disappointing seasons. 

Could a TCU or Boise State beat 
any of these teams? 

Could they even beat an Alabama 
or LSU who had 3 and 3 losses 
respectively? That's what I call a 
debate. 

This debate got particularly heat- 
ed between Ohio State President 
Gordon Gee and Boise State Athletic 
President Bob Kustra. 

I must give much credit to 
Kustra because he made a comment 
that really opened my eyes. 

In response to the comments 
made by Gee about Ohio State not 
playing the "little sisters of the poor," 
Kustra went and checked the Ohio 
State schedule, and what did he see? 

He saw Southern California, 
Miami, and several non-division 
mid-major schools. 

He replied, "If they're not playing 
the little sisters of the poor, they're 
playing the little brothers". 

So perhaps the competition in the 
Big 10 is not always so competitive? 
If you want to make a point though, 
you should always double check for 
good measure. 

Right now I have the Alabama 
schedule, and with names like 
Georgia State, Duke, and San Jose 
State, | think that Alabama made 
proper losers out of the little cousins 


Nashua, NH 


WHAT COMES NEXT? 


Earn your bachelor’s degree at Rivier College. 


of the poor. 

So now that TCU beat 
Wisconsin, Boise State beat Virginia 
Tech, and apparently the schedules 
for the power conference teams are 
not what their all cracked up to be. 

Can we really say that the lower 
conference power houses deserve a 
chance to be champions? I cannot tell 
you that, I just know what I can fact 
check on ESPN.com before class. 

Personally, I do believe that win- 
ning the SEC is much harder than 
winning the WAC. 

During any other season I would 
be on the veteran's side of this con- 
troversy. 

However, in this instance, I can- 
not completely side with them 
because Boise State and TCU were 
truly amazing teams. 

I honestly think the TCU and 
Boise State can beat anybody in the 
Big 10 or the SEC, but I obviously 
cannot prove it. 

How nice would it be though if 
we got to see TCU vs. Alabama on a 
neutral field? Or Boise State vs. Ohio 
State on a neutral field? 

It's times like these where I wish 
there was a playoff system as sup- 
pose to the BCS rankings. 

That way we could put this fight- 
ing to rest. If Alabama beat TCU I 
would shut my mouth, probably. 
However, that remains to be my 
wish. 

So until that day comes, let the 
speculation continue. Try not to be 
too violent. 
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Valentine’s Day is for 


singles too 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


Valentine's Day 
is right around the 
corner and love is 
officially in the air. 
That love is in every- 
one's air except for 
the air you’re breath- 
m) ing as you find your- 
: self alone and single. 

It seems as 
though all your 
friends have the need to tell you all the 
romantic things they have planned for 
Valentine's Day, as if you cared. You find 
yourself becoming more and more bitter 
with this lovesick holiday. Cupid didn't do 
you any favors this Valentine's Day and 
you would like nothing more than for the 
day to come and go already! 

If this scenario pretty much sums up 
the way you're feeling at the moment or is 
even remotely close, my advice to you is, 
SNAP OUT OF IT! 

There is nothing worse than a grown 
man or woman walking around with the 
“poor me” attitude. So what, you're single 


and it's Valentine's Day, that doesn't sound 
like the end of the world to me. Think of 
all the beneficial factors that come with 
your current situation. 

For starters, you don't have someone 
expecting some expensive gift from you 
that would probably end up at the bottom 
of a jewelry box or stuffed in a closet come 
the same time next year. 

There's no reason for your bank state- 
ment to read insufficient funds due to some 
lame so-called holiday. I mean let's be real- 
istic here Valentine's Day is more about 
Jared Jewelers and Hallmark emptying 
your pockets then it will ever be about 
love! 

There is nothing wrong with being sin- 
gle, especially at this point in your life. 
You're a young college student, paving 
your road to a bright and successful future. 

More than half the time a relationship 
at this time and age only clouds your judg- 
ment and steers you off this road you have 
invested your time and energy paving. 

So you left your “poor me” attitude 
somewhere in the beginning of this article 
and have decided to take a more positive 
approach to this Valentine's Day business. 
So how does a single young man or woman 
spend their Valentine's Day if it’s not sit- 


ting at home feeling bad for ourselves? 
Take that time and money you would have 
used showing someone how much you 
love them and use it to show how much 
you love yourself. Who said dinner and a 
movie had to be done in twos? 

Take yourself out to a nice dinner and 
movie of your choice. Being single you're 
able to completely avoid the element of 
compromise, not to mention the amount of 
money you would save only paying for 
yourself. 

Going to dinner and a movie alone not 
really you thing? Try spending the day 
doing something you have been putting off 
for a while like reorganizing your closet or 
giving Grandma a call. 

Whatever you decide to do this 
Valentine's Day make sure it's something 
that puts a smile on your face. It's easy to 
fall victim to the idea that, if Valentine's 
Day rolls around and you find yourself 
without someone to call your own, you 
should immediately feel depressed or even 
post one those all so famous “FML” sta- 
tuses on your Facebook page. Love is a 
unanimous feeling that everyone should 
share on Valentine's Day, couples and sin- 
gles too! 


If you have 
questions, 
stories or 

relationship 

troubles feel 

free to email 
your concerns 


to 


observer@necc. 
mass.edu, we 
are looking 
forward to it! 


Horoscopes 


(MCT): By Lasha Seniuk 

For the week of Feb. 9, 2011 

SPECIAL NOTE: Rest assured, 
gentle horoscope reader, the Zodiac — 
and your astrological sign _ has not 
changed. As always, the solar system 
ticks perfectly along and the known 
universe remains harmonious and 
quiet. 

Every few years, however, with 
an almost snide glint, some lonely 
astronomer somewhere attempts to 
debunk astrology. It's like clockwork. 
This year it is Parke Kundle who 
recently claimed that his calculations 
of the Zodiac can trump all others. 
Sad really, that astrology is so resent- 
ed by its younger, less seasoned 
brother. Both were parented by the 
same gnostic tradition and both are 
so loved. 

Truth be known, though: there 
have always been 13 signs of the 
Zodiac. Shocking, isn't it? Take a 
moment to collect yourself. 

Ophiuchus, the thirteenth sign, 
went out of favor back in medieval 
times when people born under that 
sign were burned at the stake as 
witches. No. secret this, however; as 
the 'powers-that-be' did not want the 
common folk shown that the exact 
center of the galaxy was located 
between Sagittarius and Scorpio. It 
was bad enough that Sagittarius’ 
arrow pointed directly through 
Ophiuchus to the heart of the galaxy. 
As far as the church was concerned, 
it, not Ophiuchus, stood at the center 
of all things. 

Today the Tropical Zodiac, 
which begins on the Vernal Equinox 
and follows the seasons, is the pre- 
ferred system of measurement. And it 
always has been. Sidereal Time (or 
star time) includes all 88 constella- 
tions and is still used by some 
Eastern astrologers. Any astronomer 
would be aware of this difference. 
Strange, then, that Professor Kundle 
fails to mention it. 

ARIES (March 21-April 20) - 


Withdrawn friends or lovers will now 
seek your guidance. Family events 
and planned celebrations may be a 
key concern. Provide a calming influ- 
ence, if possible. Before next week 
loved ones may overreact to social 
disagreements or minor complaints. 
Wednesday through Sunday accents 
powerful glimpses of future events 
and sudden flashes of wisdom. Areas 
affected may involve family 
finances, romance and long-term 
home planning. Stay open to bold 
changes. All is well. 

TAURUS (April 21-May 20) - 
Wisdom and sudden glimpses of the 
future may be a subtle theme this 
week. Respond quickly to repeated 
comments or requests from friends. 
Long-term relationships now need to 
evolve. Clearly state your needs, 
boundaries and social expectations. 
All is well. After Thursday many 
Taureans will begin a brief but 
intense phase of business expansion 
and quick financial opportunity. A 
past friend or colleague may soon 
provide valuable contacts. Don't hes- 
itate to take action: it's time. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - 
Over the next few days a forgotten 
friend or past lover may reappear. 
Outdated emotional obligations need 
to fade. Use this time to distance 
yourself from unproductive relation- 
ships. Loved ones in the present now 
deserve your undivided loyalty and 
attention. Thursday through Sunday 
highlights important family discus- 
sions. Home schedules, daily rou- 
tines and timed payments may be key 
concerms. Don't hesitate to offer dra- 
matic solutions: your leadership will 
prove invaluable. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) - 
Business relationships may be unpre- 
dictable this week: expect colleagues 
and officials to be both mentally and 
emotionally scattered. Unreliable 
ideas will soon be replaced by a solid 
team effort. Be patient and watch for 
fellow workers to suggest a creative 


new start. Wednesday through 
Sunday romantic relationships and 
long-term friendships begin a seven 
week phase of deepening intimacy 
and newfound trust. Express your 
ideas: this is the right time to reveal 
private thoughts. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - 
Physical and emotional vitality may 
need to be replenished over the next 
few days. Some Leos are now subtly 
preparing for an intense wave of 
social creativity and romantic 
change. Long-term promises and 
family commitments are accented. 
Stay balanced. After mid-week new 
workplace suggestions are highly 
favorable: expect colleagues or new 
employees to offer an unique per- 
spective to an ongoing problem. 
Revised goals may be needed. 
Remain dedicated. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - 
Rare business or financial informa- 
tion may arrive over the next few 
days. Some Virgos will soon ask key 
officials for special favors or expand- 
ing job titles. Expect progress to be 
slow but positive. Remain dedicated 
to small victories and watch for key 
improvements. Later this week a 
family member or trusted friend may 
discuss private social events or inti- 
mate relationships. Offer heartfelt 
advice: this week is a strong time for 
thoughtful change and new emotion- 
al beginnings. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - 
Before mid-week expect romantic 
invitations or social overtures to 
quickly become passionate. Someone 
close may wish to greatly increase 
the commitments of a new relation- 
ship. Remain cautious, however, and 
respond honestly to ongoing emo- 
tional pressure for the next 10 weeks. 
Your pace and expectations need to 
be respected. Later this week a 
recently withdrawn colleague may 
reveal an unusual proposal. Shared 
duties and new job titles may be 
involved. Stay focused. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Noy. 22) - 
Loved ones may be unusually tem- 
peramental this week. Key issues 
may involve lost dignity in the work- 
place or intense career competition 
between friends. No serious or last- 
ing effects will arise. Do, however, 
offer genuine and continuing emo- 
tional support. After Thursday pay 
close attention to minor comments 
from a trusted friend or lover. 
Planetary alignments indicate that 
long-term relationships will now 
begin seven weeks of new communi- 
cations. Stay open: much is chang- 
ing. 
SAGITTARIUS (Noy. 23-Dec. 
21) -Business training, educational 
projects and improved workplace 
skills will now provide concrete 
results. This is a strong time to begin 
school programs, share career infor- 
mation or ask authority figures for 
special consideration. Don't be shy. 
Your abilities have been ignored for 
far too long. After mid-week many 
Aries natives will encounter an unex- 
pected series of social flirtations or 
romantic invitations. Be receptive but 
take your time: caution and careful 
decisions are needed. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
20) - Close relatives may this week 
ask for final answers or key money 
decisions. Pay special attention to 
outstanding debts, long-term pay- 
ments or shared property commit- 
ments. Over the next five days a new 
attitude toward ‘family budgets or 
long-term security is needed. Not to 
worry, however: planetary align- 
ments indicate steady improvement 
throughout March. After Friday an 
controversial flirtation may be 
unnerving. Tensions will be high. 
Stay calm and avoid quick emotional 
risks. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
- Aclose friend may this week ques- 
tion your emotional wisdom or 
romantic advice. Fast social changes 
or a new love interest will soon cre- 


ate controversy. Be receptive to 
friendly observations but don't reveal 
vital information. Privacy is now 
important to romantic success. After 
mid-week workplace relationships 
may also be affected. If so, watch for 
older colleagues or managers to rede- 
fine projects or reassign duties. 
Remain patient: complex revisions 
will soon be announced. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) - 
Over the next few days lower legs, 
feet or bones may be more sensitive 
than usual. For many Pisceans 
dietary changes and gentle exercise 
will provide positive gains. This is an 
excellent time to introduce social cre- 
ativity, new group activities and 
improved health routines into your 
life. After Thursday ask loved ones 
for detailed business advice concern- 
ing recent job disputes or daily power 
struggles. Workplace disagreements 
will now benefit from new ideas or 
quick suggestions. 

If your birthday is this week ... 
After approximately four months of 
conflicting values or miscommunica- 
tions between loved ones, a new 
awareness of common life paths will 
emerge. To some degree, family rela- 
tions may also be affected. Before 
mid-April expect relatives and 
romantic partners to return to trusted 
habits, rekindle passions or agree 
with increased daily commitments. 
Early in May, however, business offi- 
cials may revert to unproductive pat- 
terns. Wait for career or employment 
relations to settle before begin- 
ning new financial risks. Home 
improvements, family expansion 
or change of residence will be a 
continuing theme. 

For private consultation, 
please visit www.mysticstars.net. 


(c) 2011, Tribune Media 
Services Inc. Distributed by 
McClatchy-Tribune Information 
Services. 


NECC Observer Feb.9, 2011 Page 15 


3 


‘ RAYMOND, CAN I ASK YOU 
SOMETHING...PERSONAL? 


ABOUT MYSELF? 


ARE YOU A GHOST. uy 
WHY WOULD YOU EVEN a [ait 


ASK SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT? 


BECAUSE WHENEVER I TOUCH WOOD, 
OR LEATHER, OR ANYTHING THAT USED 
TO HAVE LIFE I FEEL A SHARP NAIL OF 


MISERY DRIVE DEEP BEHIND BOTH EYES. 


BECAUSE THE NIGHT HAS 
STARTED SPEAKING TO ME, 3 
USING THE VOICE OF MOONLIGHT In} 
TO WHISPER ANCIENT SECRETS. £3 


BECAUSE EVERYTHING I 


THE FADING CHARACTER OF A 
DREAM STARTLED AWAKE FROM. 


tun screcmigg to WONDERMARK. COM 


REMEMBER OF HAPPINESS HAS 


NO BIKE RACK? LET’S LOCK 
TO THE METER I GUESS 
PEOPLE CAN LIFT THE 
BIKES OVER THE METER 


WE’LL JUST HAVE 
TO MAKE SURE IT’S 
TIGHT. I’LL USE MY 

U-BOLT TOO 


- DISTRACTINGLY f 
PCOTE PUPPY... | 


BEWARE! | 


DOES THE SOUND OF YOUNG 
LAUGHTER FILL YOUR THROAT 
WITH THE ASHY PITCH OF A 
GREAT TREE BURNING SINCE 


THEN YOU'RE FINE. 
IT’S PROBABLY - 
JUST GAS 


MCT Campus Comic 


LT ae DOC EL nan BT a an Pale Rea a 


MAKE SURE YOU THREAD IT 
THROUGH THE FRONT WHEEL 


SHOULD WE TAKE THE 
WHEELS WITH Lis? 


I GUESS WE COULD AT 
LEAST TAKE THE SEATS 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
ARE WE SECURE? 


Cae toa PCE meses 


fasten to WONDERMARK.COM | 


Fan the NECC OBSERVER on 


Facebook! 
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Creative Junction 


“The Unconscious made visible” 


e paintings pic- 
ured were created by 
ate Zehnter, a NECC 
ine arts professor. 
he says the paint- 
lings give onlookers a 
glimpse into’ her 
nconscious mind. 

As Zehnter 
explained at the open- 
ng reception of her art 
show “The uncon- 
scious made visible.” 


acrylic paintings by 
Zehnter chronicle her 


ent. 
“It was always a 
challenge to where | 
wanted’ to get,” 
Zehnter stated. 

The ideas behind 
Zehnter’s paintings 
reflect her real life 
experiences. 

Zehnter says that 
painting and art are a 
way to express her 
emotions, which she 
couldn’t have in any 
other way. 

Also, Zehnter said 
that over the years her 


changed, thus her art 
has as well. 

The exhibit is in the 
Bentley Library and is 
open Monda 
through Thursda 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday 8 a.m. to 
p.m. and Saturday 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 


- © h.aintea 
McGovern 
Executive Editor 


